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Arr. xiim. The life of the moft reverend dr. John Tillot- 
fon, lord archbifbop of Canterbury. Compiled chiefly from 
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Gabriel, Fenchurch, and fecretary to the royal fociety. Sv0. 
one vol. 5s. Millar, &e. 


, beft men that this, or perhaps any other country, has 

: produced. It is written, in our opinion, with can- 
dour and judgment, and contains feveral curious anecdotes, 
and fome material fa&s hitherto but little known. Our 
learned and candid author has been at.no {mall pains to colle& 
proper materials for his work, and has been affifted by feveral 
perfons of diftinétion, who, by communicating to him origi- 
nal letters and papers, have furnifhed him with the means of 
fetting the charaGter of the Goop ARCHBISHOP ina full and 
clear,light. Among other affiftances, he informs us, that he was 
indulged in the ufe of that valuable treafure of manuferipts in 
the palace at Lambeth, where he met with a volume in dr. 
Tillot{on’s own-hand-writing, containing, befides remarks made 
in the courfe of his reading, draughts of feveral papers and 
letters, and his defigns for the further defence, illuftration, and 
enforcement of the chriftian religion. 
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‘T" E reader is here prefented with the life of one of the 
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In the courfe of his work, our author has given us a va- 
riety of particulars. concerning the lives and charaéters of fome 
of the principal perfons he has occafion to mention: and tho’ 
this will no doubt be to many an additional recommendation of 
his book; yet, as it diverts the attention of the reader from 
the principal object, it will probably be looked upon by 
others, only as an unnecefiary addition to the bulk ef the vo- 
lume. . 

We now proceed to lay before our readers fome extradts, 

whereby they may be enabled to judge of the merit of the 
whole performance. Our author introduces it with a fhort 
account of the earlier part of dr. Tillot{on’s life: he tells us, 
that he was born at Sowerby, in the parifh of Hallifax, in the 
county of York, about the latter end of September 1630 ; that 
his father, who was a confiderable clothier, gave him, out of 
a {mall eftate, a liberal education; that, after paffing, witha 
quick proficiency, through the grammar fchools, and attain- 
ing a {kill in the learned languages fuperior to his years, he 
was fent to Cambridge, admitted penfioner of Clare-Hall on 
the 23d of April 1647, commenced batchelor of arts at AZid- 
fummer 1650, and matter of arts in 1654, having been chofen 
fellow of his college about the 27th of November 1651. We 
are further told, that his tutor, in whofe fellowfhip he fuc- 
ceeded, was mr. David Clark/on, who was deprived of the 
living of Mortlack, in Surry, in Auguf? 1662, on account of 
his attachment to the principles of the non-conformifts ; that 
he always preferved that fingular refpeét for his tutor, which 
he had contracted when under his tuition, and likewife his 
early friendfhip for two other eminent non-conformift mini- 
fters, mr. Francis Holdcraft, and mr. Thomas Sharp, coufin 
of the archbifhop of that name, who had been his pupil, and 
was nephew of mr. Clark/on, his own tutor. 

‘ Thus, fays mr. Birch, his firft education and impreffions 
© were among thofe who were then called Puritans, but of 
© the beft fort. And yet, even before his mind was opened 
* to clearer thoughts, he felt fomewhat within him, that dif- 
© pofed him to larger notions, and a better temper. The 
* books, which were put into the hands of the youth at that 
* time, being generally heavy, he could fcarce bear them, 
‘ ever? before he knew better things. But he foon met with 
© the immortal work of mr. Chillingworth, a writer whom he 
* ftiles incomparable, and the glory of his age and nation, tho’ 
« ftigmatifed, as he obferves, with the charaéter of a Socinian, 
‘ for no other caufe, but his worthy and fuccefsful attempts to 
* make the chriflian religion reafenatle, and to difcover thofe 
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rm and folid foundations, upon which our faith is: built. 


© ‘This admirable book gave his mind the ply, that it held 
© ever after, and put him upon a true fcent. He was foon 
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freed from his firft prejudices, or rather he was never 
maftered by them. Yet he ftill adhered to that ftri€tnefs 


_of life to which he was bred, and retained a juft value and, 


due tendernefs for the men of that perfuafion; and, by the 
ftrength of his reafon, together with the clearnefs. of bis 
principles, brought over more ferious perfons from their 
{cruples to the communion of the church of England, and 
fixed more in it, than any man perhaps of that time. But 
he neither treated them with contempt or hatred; and he 
difliked all levities and railings upon thofe fubjects. ‘This 
gave him great advantages in dealing with them, and he 
ftill perfifted in it, how much foever he was either difliked 
or fufpecied by angry men. . 

‘ As he got into a new method of ftudy, fo he entered 
into friendthip with fome great men, which contributed 
not a little to the perfefiing his own mind. There was 
then a fet of as extraordinary perfons in the univerfity, 
where he was formed, as perhaps any age has produced ; 
dr. Ralph Cudworth, dr. Bejamin Whicheot, dr. Henry 

More, Fc. *and mr. “tohn Smith, author of the Sele Dit 
courfes, lefs known at prefent, than the fenfe and profound 
learning fhewn in them delerve. Thefe eminent men were 
equally admirable for the clearnefs and comprehenfion of 
their thoughts, the extent of their knowledge, and the ex- 
cellence of their tempers. But that, which gave him his 
laft finifhing, was his clofe-and long friendfhip with dr. 
Fobn Vi ilbbes, afterwards ‘bithop of Chzfer. He went in- 
to all the beft things that were in that great man; but fo, 
that he perfected every one of them. For, though bifhop 
Wilkins had more general knowledge, yet dr. Tillotfon was 
the greater divine ; und, if the former had more flame, the 
latter was more correct: both. acted with great plainnefs, 
and were raifed above regarding vulgar cenfures. And, as 
bifhop Wilkins had a talent fo peculiar to himfelf, that per- 
haps never any man could admonifh and reprove with fuch 
weight and authority, and in a way fo obliging as he did; 
fo, no man knew better, than this his great friend, the art 
of gainin s upon men’s hearts, and of. making themfelves 
find out that, which might be.amifs in them; though the 
.: setanieds anid modefty of his temper had not fo well fitted 
him for the rough work of reproving.’ 
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Our author now proceeds to vindicate the behaviour of mr. 
Tillotfon, during his refidence in the univerfity, againft the 
invectives of dr. Hickes, and then informs us, that he left his 
college in 1656, and that he was invited by Edmund Prideaux, 
Efq; of Ford-Abey, in Devonfbire, to inftru& his fon; but 
how long he continued in mr. Prideaux’s family, mr. Birch 
tells us, does not appear. We are likewife told, that he was 
in London at the time of the death of the prote€&tor Oliver on 
the 3d of September 1658, and that about a week after he was 
prefent at a very remarkable fcene at Whitehall. * For hap- 
© pening to be there, fays our author, on a faft-day .of the 
© houfhold, he went out of curiofity into the prefence-chamber, 
¢ where the'folemnity was kept; and faw there, on the one fide 
of a table, the new proteor placed with the reft of his fi- 
mily, and, on the other, fix preachers, among whom were 
dr. ‘Fohn Owen, dean of Chrift-church, in Oxford, dr. Tho- 
mas Goodwin, prefident of Magdalen-college, mr. Fo/eph 
Caryl, author of the voluminous commentary on ‘Fob, and 
rector of St. Magnus, in London, and mr. Peter Ster- 
ry. The bold fallies of enthufiafm, which mr. Tillotfon 
heard upon this ocealion, were fufficient to difguft a man 
lefs difpofed to it than he was both by temper and prin- 
ciplés. God was in a manner reproached with the de- 
ceafed protector’s fervices, and challenged, for taking him 
away fo foon. Dr.Goodwin, who had pretended to affure 
them ina prayer, a very few moments before he expired, 
that he was not to die, had now the affurance to fay to God, 
Thou haft deceived us, and we were decerved. And mr. Ster- 
ry, praying for Richard, ufed thefe indecent words, next 
* to blafphemy, Make him the brightne/s of the Father’s glory, 

© and the exprefs image of his perfon.’ 
The time of mr. Tillotfon’s entering into holy orders, out 
author fays he has not been able to determine ; but obferves, 
that the account is certainly falfe, which reprefents him as cu- 
rate, fome time before the reftoration, to dr. Wilkins, in the 
church of St. Lauwrence-‘Fewry ; fince that divine was not. ad- 
mitted to that vicarage till near two years after the reftoration, 
on the rith of April 1662, by the recommendation of his prede- 
ceffor dr. Seth Ward, then advanced to the bifhopric of Exeter, 
and afterwards tranflated to that of Sali/bury. The firft fermon 
of mr. Tillotfon, which appeared in print, we are told, was 
preached at the morning exercife at Cripplegate, in Septem- 
ber 1661. This fermon, though more than once publifhed 
feparately, was never reprinted with his other writings, but is 
now 





















For. NOVEMB E.R, 752. 325 


now prefixed to the edition of his works. in the prefent year 
1752, as a difcourfe, fays our author, full of good fenfe, tho’ 
inferior to his latter performances in elegance of ftile, and ex- 
actnefs of compofition. 

© At the time of preaching this fermon, fays mr. Birch, he 
¢ was ftill among the prefbyterians, whofe commiffioners he 
¢ attended, though as an auditor only, at the conference held 
¢ at the Savoy, for the review of the Litargy, in ‘July 1661, 
¢ But he immediately fubmitted to the act of Uniformity, 
which commenced on St. Bartholomew’s day the year fol- 
* lowing. 

© Upon his dedicating himfelf to the fervice of the church, 
© being fenfible of the importance of a plain and edifying man- 
© ner of preaching, he was very little difpofed to follow the 
© patterns then fet him, or indeed thofe of former times, 
‘ He formed therefore one to himfelf, which has been 
‘ juftly confidered, as the beft model for all fucceeding 
* ages. 

‘-The great improvements which he made-in this important 
© branch of public inftruétion, whereby chriftianity has made 
‘ a provifion for the fpreading the principles of morality and 
‘ religion, which had been forgot by the pagan legiflators, 
and very infufficiently attempted by the philofophers of anti-e 
quity, will appear to thofe who confider the ftate of the 
pulpit at the time when he entered upon the funétion of a 
preacher. The whole form of the difcourfes. then was op- 
prefled with an unneceflary mixture of various languages, 
affected wit, and puerile rhetoric ; and.the general fenfe of 
the text was totally negleéted, while every fingle word of it 
was feparately confidered under all its poffible meanings, 
The hiftory of preaching in our own country and language, 
which cannot indeed be traced much higher than the re-~ 
formation, would fhew, that, from the beginning of the 
feventeenth century, as falfe a tafte had infected the pulpit, 
as had prevailed after the corruption of the Roman eloquence, 
from the time of Seneca till the lower empire ; and the grae 
vity and fimplicity of itile, which diftinguifhed the wri- 
ters of the preceding age, were almoft entirely loft till after 
the reftoration, when our author brought back both purity 
of language and force of reafoning. He began his courfe 
of divinity with the true foundation of it, an exact ftudy of 
the fcriptures, upon which he fpent four or five years. He 
then applied himfelf to the reading of all the ancient philo- 
fophers and writers upon ethics, and, among the fathers, 
chicfly to St, Bafil and St. Chry/oftom, With thefe prepara- 
Y 3 * tions 
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tions he fet himfelf to compofe the greateft variety of fer 
mons, and on the beft fubje&s, that perhaps any one ma 

has yet dofie. His joining with dr. Wilkins in perfe@ting the 
fcheme of @ real chara&er and philofephical language, the 
éffay towards which was publifhed in 1668, led him to con- 
fider exactly the truth of language and flile, in which na 
man was happier, or knew better the art_ of uniting dignity 
with fimplicity, and tempering thefe fo equally together, 
that ‘neither his though’s funk, nor ftile fwelled; keeping 
always a due mean between flatnefs and falfe rhetoric. Tos 
gether with the pomp of words, he cut off likewife all fu- 
perfluitics. and needlefs enlargements. He faid juft what was 
neceflary to give clear ideas of things, and no more. He 
laid afide all long and affecied periods. ‘ His fentences were 
fhort and clear; and the whole thread was of a piece, plain 
and difting&. _ No afieCation of Jearning, no torturing of 
texts, no fuperficial frains, no falfe thoughts, ‘ nor bold 
flights. All was folid and yet lively, and grave as well as ele- 
gant; fo that few ever heard him, but they found fome new 
thought occurred ; fomething, which either they had not con- 
fidered before,. or at leaft not fo diftinctly, and with fo clear 
a view, ashe gave them. Whether he explained ‘points of 
divinity, matters of controverly, or the rules of morality, 
on which he dwelt moft copioufly, there was fomething pe- 
culiar in him on all thefe topics, which conquered the mind, 
as well as it commanded the aitention of his hearers, who 
felt all the while, that they were learning’ fomewhat, and 
were never tired by him: for be retrenched both the luxu- 
riances of ftile, and the length of fermons; and he con- 
cluded them with fome thoughts. of fuch gravity and ule, 
that he generally difmiffed his hearers with fuch reflcétions, 
as made a lafting imprefion upon them. He read his fer- 
mohs likewife with fo due a pronounciation, and in fo fe- 
rious and folemn a mariner, that they were not the feebler, 
but rather the perfecter, even by that’ way, which often 
leffens the grace, as much as it adds to the exaétnefs of fuch 
difcourfes. © For he was never capable of committing his 
fermons to memory, or preaching extempore, according 
to the cuftom of the’ earlier part of his time, tho’ fo great . 
a mafter of language, as well as the whole compafs of theo- 
logical learning. ‘This appeared from an incident, which 
I thall relate upon good authority. Happening to be with a 
friend in the country, who was importunate with him ta 
preach, though he was not furnifhed with a-fermon, h¢ 
ventured into the pulpit ; where he tock for his text, “ 
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the plaineft and fulleft.of matter which he ‘could recollect, ’ 
For we muft all appear before the judgment-feat of Chrift 3’ 
upon which he has no Jefs than five difcourfes in his works: * 
and yet he foon found himfelf fo much at a lofs, that, after ’ 
¢ about ten minutes fpent with great pain to himfelf, and no’ 
‘ great fatisfaction to his audience, he came down, with a re-° 


folution never to make the like attempt for the future.’ 
Our author goes on to inform us, that the firft office in the’ 


church, in which mr. Tillotfon was employed after the reftora-- 
tion, was that of curate of Che/hunt, in Hertfordfhire, in the’ 
years 1661 and 1662, to dr. Thomas Hacket ; that he was pre-° 
fented, in ‘Fune 1663, to the rectory of Keddington, in the’ 
county of Suffolk, worth 200 1. a-year, vacated by the ejection’ 
of mr. Samuel Fairclough for non-conformity ;: that he was’ 
elected to thé office of preacher in Lincoln’s-Inn, on the 26th 
of November 1663; that he was fo ftrict to the paftoral care,’ 
in point of refidence, that he refigned his living in Suffolk, 
even when his income in London could fcarce fupport him ; 
and that the reputation which his preaching gained him, in fo’ 
confpicuous a ftation as that of Lincoln’s-Jnn, recommended 
him the year following to the truftees of the Tue/day leGture 
at St. Laurence-Fewry, where he was commonly attended by a 
numerous audience, brought together from the remoteft parts’ 
of the metropolis, and by a‘ great concourfe of the clergy, 
who went thither to form their minds. After this he proceeds 
as follows. ‘i 
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‘ He faw now with deep regret the fatal corruption of that 
age, in.which the hypocrifies and extravagancies of the times 
preceding the reftoration, concurring with the liberties and 
loofenefs of morals immediately following it, difpofed many 
perfons to impiety and atheifm. This awakened his atten- 
tion and zeal; and, having confidered all the ancient and 
modern apologies for the chriftian religion, with an exact- 
nefs that became the importance of the fubje&, he fet the 
whole ftrength of his thoughts and ftudies to withftand the 
progrefs which irreligion was making. In order to that, he 
laboured particularly to deduce every thing from the cleareft 
principles, and to make all people feel the reafonablenefs of 
the truths, as well as of the precepts, of the chriftian. reli- 
gion. When he faw that popery was at the root of. the 
growing contempt of religion, and that the defign feemed 
to be laid to make men firft atheifs, that they might the 
more eafily be made papi/fs, and that many did not ftick to 
own, that no certainty could be had of the chriftian faith, 
unlefs wpon the bafis of the infallibility of the church ; this 
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gave him a deep and juft indignation. It was fuch a 


ing. of the caufe of God, rather, than not to gain their own, 
that in this the foundation was laid of his great zeal againft 
popery. This drew his ftudies for fome years much that 
way. He looked upon the whole fy{tem. of popery, as-fuch 
a corruption of the whole defign of chriftianity, that. he 
thought it was incumbent on him to fet himfelf againf it 
with the zeal and courage fuitable to that caufe, and: netef- 
fary for thofe times. He thought, that the idolatry and fu- 
perftition of the church of Rome enervated true piety and 
morality ; and that its cruelty. was fuch a contradi€tion to 
the meeknefs of Chriff, and to that love and charity which 
our Lord made the character and diftinétion of his difci- 
ples and followers, that he refolved to facrifice every, thin 
except a good confcience, in a caufe, for which he Kad de- 
termined, if it fhould come to extremities, to become a 
facrifice himfelf. 
¢ His enemies foon faw how much he ftood in their way, 
and were not wanting in the arts of calumny to difable | 
him from oppofing them with that eminent fuccefs, which 
his writings and fermons had on the nation. His. life was. 
too pure in all the parts of it, to give them a pretence ta 
attack him in that refpect. So regular a.piety, fuch an une 
blemifhed probity, and fo extenfive and tender a-charity, 
together with his great and conftant labours, both in private 
and public, raifed him above reproach. And he was toa 
generally known and efteemed, for his enemies. to venture 
upon the common arts.of defaming ; fo that fubtiler me- 
thods wert to be ufed, fince his virtue was too exemplary 
to be blemifhed in the ordinary way. His endeavouring ta 
make out every thing in religion from. clear and plain prin- 
ciples, and with the fu!lnefs of demonfirative proof, was 
laid hold on to make him pafs for one who could believe 
nothing that lay beyond the compafs of human reafon. - 
And his tender method of treating with diflenters, and hig 
endeavours to unite all proteftants amongft themfelves, were 
reprefented as a want of zeal in the caufe of the church, 
and an inclination towards thofe who departed from it. 
But, how unhappily. fuccefsful foever they might be in in- 
fufing thefe jealoufies of him into fome warm and unwary 
men, he ftill perfevered iu his own way. He would neither 
depart from his moderation, nor take pains. t& cover himfelf 
from fo falfe an imputation. He thought. the oppennefs of 
his temper, the courfe of his life, his fineerity, and the vi- 
fible effects of his labours, which had contributed fo much 
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© to turn the greateft part of the city to a hearty love of the 
¢ church, and a firm adherence to the communion of it, in 
‘ which-no man was ever more eminently, diftinguifhed thin 
‘he was; he thought, that conftant zeal, with which he had 
© always-ferved fuch as came to labour. in the city, and by 

¢ which he had been fo fingularly ufeful to them 5 he thought 
 € the great change’ that had been made in bringing mens 
«minds off from many wild opinions, to fober and. fteady 
‘ principles, and that in fo prudent a manner, that things 
¢ were done without men’s perceiving it, or being either . 
© ftartled or made uneafy by the peevifhnefs which. is raifed 
© and kept up by contradiétion or difputing, in which no 
¢ man had a larger fhare than himfelf: all thefe reafons 
© he- thought would prevent his condect from, needing any 
‘- apology.’ ' 

Sdn after this we are informed, that, upon the promotion 

of dr. Peter Gunning to the bifhopric of Chichefter, dr. Tillote 
jfon-was admitted to the prebend of the fecond ftall in the ca- 
thedral of Canterbury, on the 14th of March 1669-70; that 
he kept this prebend till he was advanced to the deanry of 
that church, in Odfober 1672; that, on the 18th of Dee 
cember 1675, he was prefented to the prebend of Ealdland, in 
the cathedral of St. Paul’s, London, which he refigned for 
that. of Oxgate, and a refidentiarifhip in the fame church, on 
the. 14th of February 1677-8 ; and that this laft preferment was 
obtained for him by the intereft of his friend dr. Fohbn Sharpy 
(afterwards archbifhop of York), with Heneage lord Finchy 
lord high-chancellor, to whom dr. Sharp had been domeftie 
chaplain. Our author further informs us, that his. prefer- 
ments had no other effect upon him, than to enlarge his ca- 
pacity of doing good; that he neither flackened his labours, 
nor advanced his fortunes by them ; that his zeal againft po- 
pery was not at all abated by any favours which he had alread 
seceived, or might expe, from a court too juftly fufpeéted 
of favouring the principles of the church of Rome, 2s a means 
-of eftablifhing an abfolute defpotic government ; and that he 
exerted this zeal upon all proper occafions, efpecially when 
there appeared any immediate danger of the-progrefs of thefe 
principles, 

After relating a variety of particulars concerning dean Til- 
tetfon, which we muft here omit, our author proceeds to give 
an account of his conduct at the trial of lord Ruffel, and of 
the motives and.circumftances of his writing that letter to his 
lordthip the day before his death, wherein he endeavoured to 
perfuade him to a declaration againft the lawfulnefs of refitt- 
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ance. He concludes his account of this affair in the follow- 


ing, manner. 
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¢ But whatever honour lord Rufel might gain by his infleni- 
bility againft difowning the principle of refiftance, the dean 
of Canterbury and dr. Burnet have been feverely cenfured, 
for urging him fo ftrongly on that topic. It is not impro- 
bable, that neither of them had then fufficiently confidered 
the point, with fo much attention and exactnefs, as the fub- 
fequent meafures of that reign, and the whole feries of con- 
duct of the following one, neceflarily led them todo. The 
doétor indeed informs us, that, tho’ the dean was reftrained 
by fome particular confiderations from mentioning, in his 
letter to his lordfhip, the cafe of a total fubverfion of the 
conftitution, which he thought would juftify refiftance ; yet 
he did not decline to explain himfelf in that way, as often 
as there was occafion for it: and only differed from lord 
Rufel-in opinion with regard to the attempts already made 
upon the conftitution, which he did not think juft grounds 
of refiftance ; nor that remote fears and confequences, to- 
gether with illegal practices, would authorife it: whereas 
his lordfhip declared, that, upon this hypothefis, he did not 
fee the difference between a legal and a Turkifh g gsoverninent 5 
and that, in a cafe of total fabverfion; it would be too late 
to refift. His lordfhip’s opinion upon the fubje&t of refift- 
ance was juftified by his chaplain mr. Samuel ‘fobnfon,' in a 
paper written foon after; the impreflion of which was feized 
at the fame time with his addre/s to king ‘fames H.’s army, 
tho’ not defigned to be publifhed at that time. The de- 
figo of this paper was to fhew, that refflance may be ufed, 
in cafe our religion and rights fhould be invaded, as an ‘an- 
{wer to the dean’s letter to his lordfhip ;_ and it is reprinted 
among mr. fobnfon’s works, who obferves, that this opi- 
nion could not be wrefted from his lordfhip at his death, 
notwithftanding the difadvantages at which he was taken, 
when he was practifed upon to retract that opinion, and to 
bequeath a legacy of flavery to his country. And in- 
deed the dean was fo apprehenfive of lady Ruffel’s difplea- 
fure at his prefling his lordfhip, tho’ with the beft inten- 
tions, upon that fubject, that, when he was firft admitted 
to her after her lord’s death, he is faid to have addrefled 
her in this manner, that he firft thanked God, and then her 
ladyihip, for that opportunity of juftifying himfelf to her: 
and they foon returned to the terms of a cordial and unre- 
ferved friend{hip.’ As 
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“Our author goes on’ to inform us, that the dean was, on 
the 27th of Agril 1689, appointed clerk of the clofet to king 
illiam, with whom he was admitted into a high degree of 
Ace and confidence; that the vacancies of fome bifhoprics 
foon turned the thoughts of his majefty and his minifters. upon 
him for filling one of them; that this defign was fo far from 
being agreeable to him, that he ufed all poffible follicitations ta 
avoid it; and that, in 4ugu/? 1689, he was appointed, by the 
chapter of his cathedral, to exercife the archiepifcopal jurif- 
diction of the province of Canterbury, devolved to himfelf and 
that body,’ on the 1ft of that month, by the fufpenfion of dr. 
Sancroft, for refufal of the new oaths appointed by the act of 
parliament of the 24th of April, inftead of the former of alle- 
giance and fupremacy. After this he gives us a long and 
circumftantial occount of the comprehenfion fcheme, and.of the 
dean’s condu@ in regard to it; and then informs us, that 
the king fixed upon him for the fueceflor to the fufpended 
archbifhop, and communicated this intention to him, when 
he kiffed his majefty’s hand for the deanry of St..Paul’s. As 
a proof of the dean’s almoft inconquerable averfion to the 
archbifhopric, ovr author inferts a letter of his upon the fub- 
ject to lady Ruffel; which letter, he obferves, is an unanfwer- 
able confutation of a report propagated to the difadvantage of 
bifhop Burnet, that he had a View himfelf to the archbifhopric, 
and that his difappointment in that refpeét was the ground of 
an incurable refentment againft a prince to whom he had been 
fo much obliged. Part of this letter we fhall lay before our 
readers. The dean, after giving her ladyfhip a fhort account 
of his majefly’s difpofal of the church preferments, proceeds 
as follows. | | 
~ © But now begins my trouble. After I had kiffed the 
* king’s hand for the deanry of St Paul’s, 1 gave his majefty 
¢ my moft humble thanks, and told him, that now he had fet 
« me at eafe for the remainder of my life. He replied, Ne 
« fuch matter, I affure you; and fpoke plainly about a great 
« place, which I dread to think of; and faid, /t was neceffary 
« for his fervice, and he muft charge it upon my confcience. Jutt 
as he had faid this he was called to fupper ; and I had only 
time to fay, that when his majefty was at leifure, I did be- 
lieve, I could fatisfy him, that it would be moft for his fer- 
vice, that I fhould continue in the ftation in which he had 
now placed me. This hath brought me into a real difficul- 
ty. For, on the one hand, it is hard to decline his maje- 
fty’s commands, and much harder yet to ftand out againft 
- fo much goodnefs as his majefty is pleafed to ufe towards me. 
} , ‘On 


a -nF)—hlUA a-n Ace 


se 


f 









































332 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


© On the other, I can neither bring my inclination nor my 
© judgment to it. This lowe to the bilhop of Sadiury, one 
« of the worft. and beft. friends [ know: beft, for his fingular 
* good, opinion of me: and the worft, for directing the king to 
© this method, which I know he did ;_ as if his lordfhip and ¥ 
© Had concerted the matter how to finifh this foolith piece of 
¢ diffimulation, in running away from a bifhopric to catch.an 
¢ archbifhopric. This fine device hath thrown me fo far into 
© the briars, that, without his majefly’s great goodnefs, I fall 
¢ never get off without a fcratched face. And now I will 
* tell your ladyfhip the. bottom of my heart. 1 have of along 
“ time, I thank God-for it, devoted myfelf to the public fer- 
© vice, without any regard for myfelf; and, to that end, have 
© done the beft I could, in. the beft manner I was able. Of 
© Jate, God hath been pleafed, by very fevere ways, but in 
* great goodnefs to me, to wean me perfectly from the love 
© of this.world; fo that worldly greatnefs is now not only une 
© defirable, but diftafteful to me. And I do verily believe, 
« that I fhall be able to do as much or more good in my pre- 
* fent ftation, than in a higher, and fhall not have one jot lefs 
¢ intereft or influence upon any others to any good purpofe ; 
« for the people naturally love a man that will take great 
© pains and little preferment. But, on the other hand, if I 
© could force my inclination to take this great place, I fore- 
‘ fee, that I fhould. fink under it, and grow melancholy and 
© good for nothing, and, after a little while, die as a fool 
* dies. 

* But this, madam, is a great deal too much upon.one 
© of the worft and niceft fubje&s in the World, a man’s 
© felf.’ 

The fee of Canterbury becoming vacant by the deprivation 
of archbifhop Sancroft, on the 1ft of February 168y-90, our 
author tells us, that the king continued, for feveral months 
after, his importunities to the dean for his acceptance of it, 
which he ftill endeavoured to avoid; but that, after a long 
and unaffected refiftance, he was obliged to confent to his ma- 
jefty’s nomination of him in council, on the 23d of April 
1691. We are further told, that, at the time of his accept- 
ance, he formed two refolutions, from which he never de- 
parted: the one was, that, whenever the ftate.of their maje- 
{ties affairs was fuch, that he could hope to be difmifled from 
that poft, he would become a moft importunate fuiter to be 
delivered from it: the other, that if the infirmities of age 
fhould fo far overtake him, that he could not go through the 
fatigue and labour of it, then he would humbly offer it up to 
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their majefties: and that‘he charged fome of his moft particu- 
lar friends to ufe all freedom with him,’ if ‘they fhould obferve 
it, before it was perceived by himfelf. 

After obferving that the greateft part of the nonjuring party 
purfued dr. Tillotfon with unrelenting rage, from the moment 
of ‘his acceptance of the archbifhopric to ‘the end of ‘his ‘life, 
and mentioning ‘his fervices to feveral of his frienis, our au- 
thor proceeds to vindicate him from the charge of contriving 
and advifing all-that was done for the abolifhing epifcopacy, 
and fubverfion of the church ‘of Scotland. He tells'us, that 


_ the archbifhop appears to have endeavoured the mitigation of 


all fevere impofitions upon the epifcopal clergy in Scotland; and 
that the true reafon of the deftruction of epifcopacy there aftet 
the revolution, is to’be imputed to the conduct of the bifhops 
themfelves, both previous and fubfequent to it. * They had 
© rendered themfelves, fays he, univerfally obnoxious, as the 
immediate creatures of the court of king Fames, and had 
written to him a letter of abhorrence of ‘tne",tended ex- 
pedition:of the prince of Orange, dated at Edinburgh, No- 
vember 3. 1688, and filled with the flrongeft affurances of 
promoting, in all his majefty’s fubje&ts, an intrepid and fied= 
faft allegiance to him, as aneffential part of ther religtom, 
and of the glory, add they, of our holy profeffion. The epif- 
copal party indeed fent up dr. Scot, dean of Giafgow, in Fe- 
‘bruary 1688-9 to the prince of Orange, who aflured them 
of all poffible favour, if they fhould concur with the new 
fettlement of Scotland. But, being poflefled by the earl of 

Dundee with the opinion of a reftoration of king fames, 
they adhered fo ftrongly to his intereft, that it was not pof- 
fible for king William to preferve epifcopacy; all: thofe 
who declared themfelves his friends, being equally zealous 
againft that form of church-government ; which was ac- 
cordingly abolifhed by an act of the Scotch parliament on the 
twenty-fecond of ‘fuiy 1689.’ 

Mr. Birch mforms us, ‘that the good of the church, and 
the reformation of all abufes among the clergy, were the con- 
ftant objets of the archbifhop’s thoughts ; that, among-other 
refolutions and projects for thofe purpefes, one was for oblig- 
ing the clergy toa more ftri& obfervance of refidence in their 
cures ; and that, not many months before his death, he called 
an affembly of the bifhops, at his palace at Lambeth, where 
feveral important regulations were agreed upon, which were at 
firft defigned to be enforced by their own authority ; but that, 
upon a more-mature confideration, it was thowght better that 
they 
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they fhould appear under that of their majefties, in the form 
of royal injun@tions. 


‘ The execution of this important bufinefs of the royal in- 


¢ junétions, fays our author, being delayed till the king’s re- 
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turn, on the 9th of November, a total ftop was put ‘to them 
by the archbifhop’s death not many days after, and that of 
the queen the month following, whofe endeavours were 
united with his upon all fuch occafions ; her majefty, towhom 
the king wholly left the matters of the church, confulting 
chiefly with his grace, whom fhe favoured and fupported in 
a moft particular manner. And fhe faw what need there 
was of it; fora party was foon formed againft him, who fet 
themfelves to cenfure every thing which he did. And it 
was a melancholy confideration, that, though no archbifhop 
before him had ever applied himfelf fo entirely, without par- 
tiality or bias, to all the concerns of the church and religion, 


cand the queen’s ‘heart was fet on promoting them, yet fuch 


an evil fpirit fhould feem to be let loofe upon the clergy. 
They complained of every thing that was done, if it was 
not in their own way; and the archbifhop bore the blame 
of all. And as he did not enter into any clofe correfpondence 
or the concerting meafures with the miniftry, but lived 
much abftraéted from them ; they likewife endeavoured to 
deprefs him all they could. This made a confiderable im- 
preffion' upon him, and he grew very uneafy in his great 


‘ The malice and party-rage, which he had felt the effects 
of before he was raifed to the archbifhopric, broke out with 
full force, upon his advancement, in all the forms of in- 
fult. One inftance of which, not commonly known, de- 
ferves to be mentioned here. Soon after his promotion, 
while a gentleman was with him, who came to pay his 
compliments upon it, a packet was brought in, feal’d, and 
directed to his grace. Upon opening of which there ap- 
peared a mafk inclofed, but nothing written. The arch- 
bifhop, without any figns of emotion threw it carelefsly 
among his papers on the table ; and on the gentleman’s ex- 
prefling great furprize, and indignation at the affront, his 
grace only {miled, and faid, that this was a gentle rebuke, if 
compared with fome others that lay there in black and white, 
pointing to the papers on the table. 

© Nor could the feries of ill-treatment, which he received, 
ever provoke him to a temper of revenge; being far from 
indulging himfelf in any of thofe liberties in fpeaking of 
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© others, which were to fo immeafurable a degree made ufe 
‘ of againft himfelf.. And upon a bundle of libels found a- 
‘ mong his papers after his death, he put no other infcription 
© upon them than this, Thee are libels. I pray God forgive 
¢ them; Ido. The calumnies fpread againft him, tho’ the 
© falfeft which malice could invent, and the confidence with 
¢ which they were averred, join’d with the envy that accom- 
¢ panies a high ftation, had indeed a greater operation than 
‘ could have been imagined, confidering how long he had 
¢ lived on fo public a fcene ; and how well he was known: 
‘ It feemed a new and unufual thing, that a man, who, ia 
© the courfe of above thirty years, had done fo much good, 
“ and fo many fervices to fo many perfons, without ever once 
© doing an ill office, or a hard thing to any one, and who had 
© a fweetnefs and gentlenefs in him that feemed rather to lean 
© to an extefs, fhould yet meet with fo much unkindnefs and 
¢ injuftice. But he bore all this with a fubmiffion to the will 
© of God, nor had it any effe& on him, to change either 
‘ his temper, or maxims, though perhaps it might fink ‘too 
¢ much into him with relation to his health, He was fo ex- 
* actly true in all the reprefentations of things or perfons, 
‘ which he laid before their majefties, that he neither raifed 
© the character of his fiiends, nor funk that of thofe who de- 
© ferved not fo well of bim; but offered every thing to 
© them with that fincerity which fo well became him. ‘His 
© truth and candour were perceptible in almoft every thing 
© which he faid or did; his looks and whole manner feem- 
€ ing to take away all fufpicion concerning him. For he 
© thought nothing in this world was worth much art or great 
* management.’ 

After giving us an account of the archbifhop’s death, which 
happened on the twenty-fecond of November 1694, our au- 
thar proceeds as follows. ‘. His life was not only free from 
* blemifhes, but exemplary in all the parts of it. In his do- 
* mefiic ‘relations, friendihips, and the whole commerce of 
* bufinefs, he was eafy and humble, frank and open, tender- 
‘ hearted and bountiful, to fuch an extent, that, while he was 
‘ in a private ftation, he laid afide two tenths of his income 
* for charitable ufes. He defpifed wealth, but as it furnifhed 
*“ him for charity, in which he was judicious as well-as libe- 
* ral. And tho’ he had enjoyed confiderable preferments many 
, ~~ ee was raifed to the archbifhopric, and filled that 
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out of which his predeceflor Sancroft had raifed an eftate.-—— 
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¢ A decent but grave chearfulnefs made his converfation. a8 
lively and agreeable, as it was ufeful and inftructing. He 
was ever in good humour, always the fame, both accef- 
fible and affable. He heard every thing patiently, and was 
not apt either to miftake or to fufpect ; his own great .can+ 
dour difpofing him.to put the beft conftruction, and to judge 
the moft favourably of all perfons and things. He was ne- 
ver imperious nor afluming ; and, though’he had a -fuperior 
judgment ‘to moft men, yet he never dictated to others, 
And as no man-had obferved human nature more carefully, 
or could judge better ; fo none made larger allowances ‘for 
the frailties of mankind than he did. 
‘ In his function he was not only a conftant preacher, but 
likewife diligent in all the other parts of his duty ; for tho’ 
he had ‘no cure of fouls, yet few who had, laboured fo 
painfully as he did, in viliting the fick, in comforting the 
afflicted, and in fettling fuch as\were either wavering in their 
opinions, or troubled in mind.——~ 

‘ He had a great compafs in learning. What he knew, he 
had fo perfectly digefted, that he was truly mafter of it. But 
the largenefs of ‘his genius, and the correétnefs of ‘his judg- 
ment, carried him much farther than the Jeifure that he 
had enjoyed for ftudy, feemed to enable him to go; for he 
could proceed great lengths upon general hints. 

© He always endeavoured to maintain the chriftian do&trine 
in its original purity. Even in his younger years, when 
he had a great livelinefs of thought and extent of imagina- 
tion, he avoided difturbing the peace of the church with 
particular opinions, or any angry oppofition about more in- 
different or doubtful matters. He lived indeed in great 
friendfhip with men who differed from him. ‘He thought 
that the fureft way to bring them off from their miftakes, 
was by gaining upon their hearts and affe€tions. And in 
an age of fuch remarkable diflolutenefs, as that in which he 
lived, he judged that the beft method to put a:ftop to the 
growing impiety, was firft to eftablifh the principles of natu- 
ral religion, and from that to advance to the proof of chrifti- 
anity, and of the fcriptures, which, being once folidly dones 
would foon fettle all other things. He was therefore in 
great doubt, whether the fureft means to perfuade the 
world to the belief of the fublime truths that are contained 
in the fcriptures, concerning God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, and concerning the perfon of Chriff, was to 
enter much into the difcuffing of thofe myfteries. He 
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points might do more burt than good; and thought, that 
the maintaining thofe doétrines, as they ate pfopofed in the 
fcriptures, without entéring too much into explanations or 
controverfies, would be the moft effe€tual way to preferve 
the reverence that was due to them, and to fix them in 
men’s belicf. But when he was defired by fome, and pro- 
voked by others, and faw juft occafions moving him to it, 
he aflerted thofe great mytteries with that ftrength and clear- 
nefs, which was his peculiar talent. | 

¢ He thought, that the lefs mens confciences were entang- 
led, and the lefs the communion of the church was clogg’d 
with difputable opinions or. pralices, the world would be 
the happier, confciences the freer, and the church the quieter. 
The fcriptures were the rule of his faith, and the chief fub- 


je&t of all his meditations. He judged, that the great defign 


of chriftianity was the reforming men’s natures, and go- 
vetning their actions, the reftraining their appetites and paf- 
fions, the foftening their tempers, and fweetening their hu- 
mours, and the raifing their minds above the interefts and 
follies of this prefent world, to the hope and purfuit of end 
lefs bleffednefs; and he confidered the whole chriftian doc- 
trine as a fyftem of princip!c: ail tending to this. He look- 
ed on men’s contending aout leffer matters, or about fub- 
tilties relating to thofe that are greater, as one of the chief 
practices of the powers of darknefs to defeat the true ends 
for which the Son of God came into the world; and that 
they led men into muci dry and angry work, who, while 
they were hot in making parties, and fettling opinions, be- 
came fo much the flacker in thofe great duties which were 
chiefly defigned by the chriftian doétrine. 
‘ Though fome few may differ from the general and im- 
partial opinion with regard to his fentiments in the more 
difputable points, yet his abilitics as a writer will meet with 
little conteft, while a true tafte fubfifts among us. Mr. 
Dryden f:equently owned with plezfure, that, if he had any 
talent for Englifh profe, which muft be allowed to have 
been a great one, it was owing to his having often read his 
grace’s writings. And dr. Swift, whofe judgment was not 
ufually biaffed by excefs of civility, vouchfefes the arch- 
bifhop the title of ExcrLLENT 3 an epithet given bim like- 
wife by mr. Dodwell, when he appealed to him in his con- 
troverfy concerning /chifm with mr. Bexter. Mr. 4d- 
difon confidered his writings as the chief ftandard of our 
language, and accordingly marked the particular phrafes in 
the fermons publifhed during his grace’s life-time, as the 
Vor, VII. Z . © grotind- 
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« ground-work of an Englifh diGtionary, projected by that 
¢ elegant writer, when he was out of all public employ- 
¢ ment after the change of the miniftry in the reign of queen 
© Anne. 

¢ However, one of our moft elegant writers, whole ver- 
€ fion of Pliny has fhewn, what was never before imagined 
€ poffible, that tranflations may equal the force and beauty of 
© the originals, has, in another work of his, mixed the higheft 
© compliments upoa the archbifhop’s fentiments with the 
* ftrongefl exceptions to his ftile, declaring, (Fitz-O/berne’s 
© Letters; Lester 24, edit. 1748.) that he feems to have no 
¢ fort of notion of rhetorical numbers; and that no man had ever 
“ lefs pretenfions to genuine oratory: that one cannot but regret, 
© that he, whe abounds with fuch noble fentiments, fhould want 
© the art of fetting them off with all the advantage they deferve ; 
* that the fublime in morals fhould not be attended with a fuita- 
© ble elevation of language. The truth, however, is, bis words are 
© frequently ill chofen, and almoft always ill placed. His perieds 
© are both tedious and inharmonious, as his metaphors are gene- 
© rally mean, and often ridiculous. But this ingenious gentle- 
© man, who allows, that there is a noble fimplicity in fome of 
* his grace’s fermons, and that his excellent difcourfe on 
fincerity defervas to be mentioned with particular applauje, 
will perhaps mitigate his cenfure of the reft, if he confiders 
the ftate of our language at the time ‘of our prelate’s firft 
appearance as a writer, before he made the great improve> 
ment in it: the few exceptionable expreffions to be found 
in his works, in comparifon of what are obfervable in 
thofe of his cotemporaries: the vulgarity which fome of 
them have contraéted fince his ufe of them: the variety of 
his fubjects, to which his ftile was to be adapted, and in 
many of which the higher form of oratory would have been 
extremely unfuitable, particularly thofe of the argumentative 
kind, or upon the duties of common life: that difcourfes 
trom the pulpit being chiefly defigned to be pronounced, re- 
gard is often to be had in the difpofition of words and turri 
of fentences; to the preacher’s voice and manner of fpeak- 
ing: that genuine oratorys to which he is reprefented as 
a ftranger, does not confift merely, or even principally 
in the choice of well-founding words, or the moft harmoni- 
ous arrangement Of them, in which archbifhop Tito TsoNn 
is by no means defective ; but in the more important quali- 
ties, for which he is indifputsbly eminent, a copioufne's of 
invention of topics proper for conviétion and perfuafiony 
urged with the grcateft ftrength and cleatnefs of expreffion: 
© chas 
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¢ that the merits therefore of fuch a writer are not to be mea- 
‘ fured by a few paflages felected out of whole volumes ; 
© efpecially as two thirds of his fermons; being publifhed after 
¢ his death, want that perfection which his laft hand would 
‘ have given them. And, with regard to his two funeral 
‘ fermons upon mr. Gottge and dr. Vhichcot, which are af- 
© firmed to be as cold and languid performances, as were ever 
© perhaps produced pon fuch an animating fubjeé? ; not to in- 
é fift upoti the fhort time generally allowed for the prepara- 
tion of difcourfes of that kind, it is,evident, that the former; 
being a juftification of our Saviour’s argument in proof of 
the refurrection, required reafoning rather than oratory 5 
and the latter, after the neceflary explanation of the fenfe 
of St. Paul in the text, contains fome very forcible and pa- 
thetic confolations againft the fear. of death; and the ac- 
counts of his two friends in thefe fermons will be certainly 
acknowledged tot defective in any of the characters of a 
juft panegyric.’ 

We fhall conclude aur account of this work with acquaint- 
ing our readers; that it is prefixed to the Folio edition of arch- 
bifhop Tillctfon’s works, in this prefent year 1752. R 


ART. xLiv. mn appeal to the common fenfe of all chriftian 
people, more particularly the members of the church of Eng- 
land, with regard to an important point of faith and praGice; 
impofed upon their confetences by church authority. By a mem- 
ber of the' church of England, fincerely attached to her true 
intereft, 12mo. 28. Millar. : . 
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N this judicious, candid? and well-meant performance, our 

. author appeals to chriftian people of all denominations, and 
more particularly to the members of the church of England, with 
regard to an important point of faith and worthip, impofed 
upon their confciences by church authority, without any 
foundation from reafon or fcrip:ure to fupport it $ a point, 
wherein the honour of the Ont SupReEME Gop and 
FATHER oF ALL, and the worhip we owe HIM, are 
deeply concerned 3 a point, in regard to which none can be 
indifferent, who feel any concern for the honour of our church, 
the interefts of religion, or the purity of the chriftian doc- 
trine and worfhip. The Athanafian dottrine of the Trinity, 
and the worfhip founded upon it, are fuch grofs infults on the 
common fenfe and reafon of mankind, fo exprefsly contradict 
the plaineft declarations of 7 Saviour and his apoftles, and 
z are 
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are fo foul a reproach on our eftablifhed church, that it is 
juft matter of wonder and aftonifhment to the confiderate part 
of mankind, that no vigorous effort has hitherto been made to 
reform what is amifs in this refpect, and to wipe off fuch a 
ftain from our ecclefiaftical conftitution. In what manner 
our bifhops can fatisfy their own confciences, for negle€ting to 
employ that power and influence their high ftations give them, | 
in fo glorious a caufe as that of a farther reformation of our 
| church, in doétrine, difcipline, and worfhip, themfelves beft 
know: we fhall only obferve, (and alas, that there fhould be 
juft ground for fuch an obfervation!) that their condué, in 
this refpect, tends more, than perhaps any other caufe that 
. can be affigned, to obftruct their ufefulnefs, and to promote 
the growth of infidelity amongft us. 

However, tho’ little is to be expected from the governors 
of our church, who mutft be Jeft to Him who alone worketh 
great marvels, {till the caufe of a refirmation, ’tis to be hoped, 
is far from being defperate. Who knows what the honc/? laity 
may do, if they are dealt with in a candid and moderate man-: 
ner, and proper pains taken to convince them, that our ec- 
clefiaftical conftitution ftands in great need of being reformed. 
‘The worthy author now before us has made an attempt of 
this kind; for which, as the profefled friends of free enquiry, 

. | and genuine, unadulterated chriftianity, we heartily thank 
| him, and to which we with all imaginable fuccefs. 
He introduces his work with a few plain obfervations, in | 
+7 order to convince his chriftian readers of their right and duty = [ 
te examine and judge for themfelves in matters of religion; __ 
and to fhew them, that it is incumbent upon them to bring 
the decrees of fallible men to the teft of a rational enquiry, 
and to determine their faith and fractice by the exprefs decla- 
gations of Chriff and his apoftles. After this he enters di- 
ceCily upon his fubje&t, which he treats in a clear, eafy, and 
natural manner, without introducing any of thofe fcholaftie 
diftinétions or metaphyfical fubtleties, which have fo often, 
tho’ to little good purpofe, been made ufe of in the con- 
troverfy concerning the Trinity, and which are feldom em- 
ployed but by thofe who labour to confound, when they 
cannot Convince, 

That his readers may be enabled to form a right judgment 
in the important caufe which he propofes to their examinati- 
on, he thinks it neceffary firft to ftate the cafe, which he 
does as follows. * The queftion, fays he, is this: Whether 
* the One Gop fignifies one fupreme intelligent agent of 
§ perlon, ong fupreme Lord and Governor; gr, whether it 
$ figniieg 
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‘ fignifies three fupreme intelligent agents or perfons, united . 
‘in one eflence or fubfance? Or, to exprefs it in other 
‘ plainer terms, Whether the One God fignifies the Father 
alone; or whether the One God fignifies Father, Son, and. 
Holy Ghoft ? In confequence of this, there naturally 
arifeth another queftion, Whether we fhould direct our 
religious worfhip to the One God and Father of all, in the 
name, and throuch the mediation of Fe/us Chrift, for the 
heavenly affiftance of the Holy Spirit? And, admitting the 
worfhip of Chrift, whether it be inferior and mediatorial,. 
redounding to the glory of God the Father; or whether ’tis 
our duty, as chriftians, to pray to the Father as God, to 
the Son as God, and to the Holy Ghoft as God, and then 
to thefe three perfons as being gone God, according to the 
form particularly prefcribed in our litany, and implied in 
many other pafiages of the liturgy. This is the true ftate 
of the cafe: and as the honour of God, and our religious 
practice, are deeply affected by it, it mult be thought a 
* point of great importance.’ 

He now produces a variety of exprefs declarations of Chri/? 
and his apoftles, relating to the unity of God; and then 
proceeds to give a view of what is exprefsly delivered in the 
New Teftament concerning our Bleffed Saviour and the Holy 
Spirit ;| after which he confiders thofe paflages of the New 
Teftament which have afforded the moft plaufible grounds for 
fo dangerous a notion, as the coequality of the Son with the 
One Supreme God and Father of all. 

As the Athanafian doétrine is declared neceffary to falva- 
tion, and the difbelievers of this doctrine are threatned with na 
‘efs than eternal damnation, he likewife gives a view of that 
faith, which is declared in {cripture to be neceflary to make a man 
achriftian, that it may be compared with the damnatory claufes 
of the Athanafian creed: after which he proceeds as follows. 
‘ I muft now beg you to compare this plain account of the 
* fcripture-faith with the damnatory claufes of the Athanasian 
‘creed. The facred writers aflure us, that whofoever be- 
lieveth Fefus to be the Chri/f, or Son of Gods whofoever, 
confefleth with his mouth the Lord efus, and fhall believe 
in his heart, that God hith raifed him from the dead, hall 
be faved. The Athanafian creed fays, No; whofoever will 
be faved, before all things it is neceflary that he hold the 
catholic faith; which faith, except every one keep whole 
and undefiled, without doubt he fhall perifh everlattingly. 
He that will be faved, muft thus think of the Trinity, 
* This is the catholic faith, which except a man believe faith- 

Z 3 * fully, 
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€ fully, he cannot be faved. And what is the catholic faith 
© that we are obliged to believe under the pain of damnation ? 
“ Why, we muft believe, if this creed has any weight, that 
three Gods ‘is one God, that three Lords is one Lord; and 
that our Saviour Chri/? is a being made up of two perfons; 
that he is perfect God and perfect man, of a reafonable foul 
and human flefh fubfifting ; who, although he be God and 
man, yet at the fame time he is not two, but one Cdrif,, 
“ Let common fenfe determine your judgment, and you muft 
¢ be convinced, that this creed is an infult upon the reafon 
© that God hath imparted to us; that it gives the lie to the 
© awful declarations of Chriff and his apoftles; and that it 
¢ invades the fupreme authority of Almighty God, who alone 
© has a right to prefcribe upon what terms his creatures fhall 
€ be accepted. Affert your rights as men and chriftians, and 
© bravely reject the vain and wicked threatnings of an obfcure 
© writer, who lived feveral hundred years after the days of the 
© apoftles ; when the church, according to the prophecies of 
¢ the New Teftament, began to fall away from the purity of 
¢ the chriftian faith and morals, into amazing corruptions 
© both of doétrine and praAice.’ * ea 

Our author now proceeds to confider what is the true. 
chriftian worfhip as determined by Chriff and his apoftles : 
he lays before his readers all the paflages of the New Tefta- 
ment wherein we have an account of religious worfhip ;_ makes 
fuch obfervations on thefe paffages as he thinks naturally arife 
from them; and then gives a diftinct reply to the celebrated 
argument of learned men, drawn from this article of worfhip. 
After this, he goes on in the following manner: * And now, 
¢ my dear chriftian readers, if I have been fo happy as to fet 
€ you right in an important point of faith and worfhip, join 
¢ with me in folemn thanks to the Father of lights, who hath 
© enabled a plain and weak chriftian to employ that one little 
© talent committed to his charge, for the benefit of chriftian 
¢ people. Nothing remains, but that I point out to you your 
¢ right and duty as chriftians ; and more particularly, I would 
© be fuppofed to addrefs myfelf to you who are members of 
¢ the church of England, : 

‘ Admitting that, by means of this treatife, or any other 
* help, you are deeply convinced, that God Almighty is one 
* fupreme intelligent being or petfon, one fupreme Lord and 
* Governor, the God and Father of our Lord Fe/us Chrif ; 
* and that Chri/? and the Holy Spirit are perfons inferior to 
‘ him, and employed by his fupreme authority in very high 
* offices for the falvation of men ; Chrif# being appointed 
| | | | 7 © Mediator, 
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* Mediator, Head, and King of the Church, and the Holy 
¢ Spirit firft minifter in its government, who has angels for 
‘ his affiftants: in this cafe, as chriftians and difciples of 
© Chriff, you have undoubted right to make a ferious and 
‘ folemn proteft againft the dodtrine of the Athanafian 
* creed. 

‘ Again, admitting that, by a careful confideration of all 
“ the paflages in the New Teftament, relating to religious 
© worfhip, you are convinced in your own confciences, that 
‘ abfolute fupreme honour and worthip are due to the perfon 
© of the Father, as the one Supreme God ; and that the worfhip 
© of Chrif? is inferior or mediatorial, redounding to the glory 
© of God the Father; and that there is no warrant from 
© fcripture to addrefs ourfelves in prayer and praife directly to 
© the Holy Spirit; and laftly, that the offering up any fort of 
‘ worfhip to God, as being three coequal perfons, Father, 
© Son, and Holy Ghoft, is abfolutely inconfiftent with the 
‘ gofpel-worfhip : in this cafe, you have an undoubted right, 
© to proteft againft the third and fourth petitions of the litany, 
the collect for Trinity-Sunday, the proper preface in the 
6 communion-office for Trinity-Sunday, and all thofe paf- 
* fages in the liturgy which imply or fet forth a coequal 
* ‘Trinity. 
* As Chriftians, or difciples of the Blefled Fe/us, it is your 
duty to make an honeft and open profeffion of your religi- 
Ous principles, with regard to fuch an important point, 
wherein the honour of the one Supreme God, and the 
worfhip we owe him, are deeply concerned : this is an efien- 
thal character of Chriff’s difciples, and required as an exprefs 
condition by our Lord himfelf, Luke ix. 26. Whefoever fhall 
be afbamed of me, and of my words, of him fball the Son of man 
be afbamed, when he fhall come in his cwn glory, and in his 
Father's, and of the holy angels. 
‘ If you are permitted to enjoy the benefit of public wor- 
fhip, and to be partakers of the Lord’s fupper, notwith- 
ftanding your open profeffion, I do not think you are under 
any obligations to feparate yourfelves from the communion 
of the church of England, as the far greater part of the li- 
turgy is confiftent with the right opinion concerning Al- 
mighty God.——But, as it muft be expected, that many 
clergymen will exprefs a warm and blind zeal for doétrines 
and religious practices eftablifhed by public authority, right 
or wrong ; if it be the lot of any of you to attend upon 
the miniftry of fuch perfons, you may be called by the op- 
probrious names of Heretics and Schifmatics, jut as Papi/ts 
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call Proteffants, becaufe they refufe to join in religious pro- 
feffion and worfhip not warranted by the word of God: if 
they fhould go fo far as to pronounce you unworthy of the 
benefit of public worfhip, and fhould abfolutely refufe to 
give you the Lord’s fupper ; in this cafe I mult beg leave to 
deliver my fentiments freely and honeftly, that thofe clergy- 
men are the heretics and fchifinazics, and not you, as they 
infift upon terms of chriftian communion, which were never 
required by Chri/? and his apoftles. Amidft all the various 
opinions of fects and parties, the gofpel rule is very plain and 


certain; namely, that whofoever believeth 7e/us to be the 


Chrift, and fincerely endeavours to underftand the will of 
God, as revealed in the New Teftament, and, above all, 
demonfirates the fincerity of his profeffion, by living agree- 
ably to the laws of Chri//, is a real chriitian, whatever er- 
rors he may fall into, provided his miitakes are confiftent 
with an honeft heart and real goodnefs ; and, confequent- 
ly, fuch a perfon is entitled to the charity and fellowthip of 
chriftians, for this undeniable reafon, becaufe he will cer- 
tainly be accepted of God, as one who anfwers the grand 
defign of the gofpel of Chrif#. By fhowing a difpof- 
tion and readinefs to communicate with your chriftian bre- 
thren, notwi:hftanding your differing from them in fome 
important points, you 2ét a part worthy of the difciples of 
Chrij?, who ought, if poffible, to unite in affection and 
brotherly communion, tho’ they cannot in opinion. But, 
if nothing will be thought fufficient to entitle you to the ex- 
ternal privileges of church-communion, but profeffing doc- 
trines and conforming to religious pralices, in oppofition to 
the dictates of conicience and the exprefs authority of 
fcripture, you have in this cafe an undoubted right to join 
yourfelves to fome other fociety, more free from corrup- 
tions, if any fuch can be found; or elfe to form a fociety 
upon the plan of the New Teftament, wherein nothing 
fhould be impofed upon chriftians, but what is exprefsly de- 
livered by Chriff and his apoftles. 

© In all your religious concerns that affect your eternal fal- 
vation, and your title to God’s favour, the gofpel is your 
rule, and Chrif? your only Law-giver and Judge in thofe 
points. The New Teftament is a plain declaration of the 


will of God. It was defigned for you as well the great and 4 


Jearned. You have no occafion to regard the ereateft au- 
thority upon earth, in oppelition to, or inconfiftent with, 
what you fee written there. It is the comfort of all finceze 
and honeft chriftians, that they are to give an account of 

¢ their 
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€ their actions to God and Chri/?, at that folemn time, when 


< the fecrets of all hearts fhall be difclofed. 

¢ Stand faft in that liberty, with which God and Chriff 
have made you free. I beg leave to add, with refpect to 
thofe clergymen, who may be difpofed to give you odious 
names, and to refufe you the common privileges of chriflian’ 
communion, upon a fair and open profeffion of your chriftiaa 
principles, that the yery fame arguments, which proteftants 
make ufe of againft the corrupt practices of the church of 
Rome, may be urged with irrefiftible force again the Atha- 
nafian worlhip.’ 

Our worthy author concludes with a ferious exhortation 
to his readers, to imprint upon their minds the ftrict obli- 
gations they are under to demonftrate the reality of their 
chriftian profeffion, by living as becometh the gofpel of 
Chrift. 

~ This fmall piece is written with fo good a defign, and fo 
well calculated to anfwer thofe excellent purpofes for which it 
is defigned, that all who wifh well to the interefts of genuine 
chriftianity, will, it is to be hoped, recommend it to the per- 
ufal of thofe for whom it was principally intended. R 


ArT. xLv. Some remarks on dr, Chapman’s charge delivered 
to the clergy of the archdeaconry of Sudbury. By thé author 
of the curfory animadverfions * upon a late controverfy concern- 
ing the miraculous powers. 8vo. 1s. Payne. 
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N this judicious and fpirited performance, our ingeni- 
@ ous author treats the archdeacon of Sudbury with great 
freedom, and in fuch a manner, as many, we apprehend, 
will think he deferves. He confiders all the particulars 
produced by the archdeacon in favour of that caufe which 
he feems determined to maintain; not fo much, he tells us, 
with a view to confute any thing he has advanced, as to draw 
out and difplay his argument in its full light, and to let the 
champions of the miraculous powers fee, that the very hero of 
their party, the great and mighty dr. CHAPMAN, has no 
thing better to offer than this poor trifling plea, that there 
was an abjolute neceffity for fome miraculous powers, andy 
therefore, what the fathers have afferted concerning them mu/t 
be true. . 

After diverting himfelf with the title of that work the arch- 
deacon has prom:fed the public, and expreffing his furprize at 
fecing him meddle again in the controverly aboat the miracu- 
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¥ See Review, val. VI, : 
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lous peers after the correction which he had received from 
dr. 


iddleton, our author proceeds as follows. 

‘ He (the archdeacon) tells us in his preface, that, as the 
nan is expired in the deceafe of the author of it, he fhall 
only touch upon it; as if, now dr. Middleton is dead, there 
werel none amongft the living fit for him to argue with, 
What he calls touching upon it, is, as we fhall prefently fee, 
pronouncing fentence with an imperious air, peremptorily 
determining the merits of the caufe, and, by virtue ef his own 
authority, faftening upon us the miraculous powers, without 
fcarcely condefcending to give any reafons for it. Nor is it 
poffible to guefs at his drift in publifhing this uncommon 
charge, unlefs he was afraid, of what would certainly have given 
him no fmall pain, that any impofition fhould be palmed, 
or any infult offered to the reafon and fenfes of mankind, with- 
out his having a hand in it, as if the work would be imper- 
feét, and the public could not know it to be right genuine 
orthodox nonfenfe, ’till it was firft figned and fealed by the 
great archdeacon of Sudbury. 

* He gives us to underftand, however, that what he is going 
to offer in favour of the miraculous powers, are felec? argu- 
ments, not anticipated by any writers before him, but en- 
tirely new, and his own: for there is nothing which he dreads 
fo much, as that the reader fhould fufpe& any thing trivial 
or common to drop from his pen; and after abferving thus 
much of himfelf, he paffes on to thofe who differ from him, 
and have faid or written any thing againit them ; whom he 
treats very freely, and declares to be no better than forward 
and defigning adventurers, impofing their fictions upon the pub- 
lic: and complains of their inftilling them thro’ all the pleafing 
arts and ornaments of language. But why forward? ls not 
every man at liberty to write upon what fubject he pleafes ? 
Yes; but, to meddle with ancient fathers and church-anti- 
quity, Was invading a province which this archdeacon has 
long confidered as his own; and the prefumption was ftill 
the greater, and lefs to be bcrne at a time when he was 
preparing to make a figure with that mighty work, which is 
to open the way to fuch recondite knowledge, fuch profound 
myfteries in erudition and theology, as no divines in any 
former age have been able to fathom. 

* But whatever forwardne/s there might be, it is ftill more 
difficult to conceive, how there could be any thing defigning 
in it. For what is it, I befeech you, that thefe adventurers 
could poffibly defign ? Was it preferment? That furely can 
never be faid, when it is confidered, that they were engaged 
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in the defence of an opinion, openly decried and difgraced by 
thofe fuperiors, through whofe hands the rewards and honours 
of their proféeffion are chiefly diftributed. .The only defign, 
which they could reafonably be fuppofed to have, was to 
promote the caufe of truth, to clear chriftianity from an im- 
pofture, which had long difgraced it, and, confequently, to 
oppofe all fuch adventurers as himfelf, who would faften 
upon the public in an arbitrary decifive manner, what the 
reafon and common fenfe of mankind can never fubmit to. 
And is it not facetious to hear him complaining of others 
for impofing fiétions, who have fhewn great numbers of wild, 
unmeaning, pretended facts, to be nothing but mere fictions 
and impoftures ; which, on the contrary, his own party have 
been labouring to impofe upon us for real miracles, wrought 
on fpecial occafions by the immediate interpofition of the 
Deity. As to their in/filling thefe fiGtions, as he calls them, 
through all the pleafing arts and ornaments of language, have 
nothing to fay againft it: the cenfure is levelled at dr. 
Middleton, whofe memory muft be content to bear the bur- 
den of it. However, to fhew my impartiality, and how 
ready | am to give every man his due, I cannot but own, 
in juftice to the archdeacon, that himfelf ftands perfectly clear 
in this refpeé&t, not only from the crime, but from the leaft 
imputation of it; for even in this age of calumny and mif- 
reprefentation, I never met with any man of any party, 


who had fo little regard to truth, as to charge him with 
it.’ 


_ This may ferve as a fpecimen of the manner in which our 
author works the archdeacon. He proceeds now to confider the 
argumentative part of the charge, and particularly what dr. 
Chapman calls next to a moral demonftration, for the continu- 
ance of fome miraculous powers to the church, arifing from the 
yery nature of things, the plain defign of the chriftian relivi- 
on, and the ftate of heathenifm in the Roman empire. ‘The 








fum and fubftance of what the archdeacon has advanced in fa- 
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After confidering every thing the archdeacon has advanced, 


our author concludes his performance with fuggefting a few 
hints of fuch an anfwer, as he thinks can only confute and 
overthrow what has been objected to the miraculous powers, 
The plan he lays down is as follows. 
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‘ The propofition then, on which this whole controverfy 
was grounded, is, That we have no fufficient reafon to believe, 
upon the authority of the primitive fathers, that any fuch 
powers were continued to the church, after the days of the 
apoftles. Thofe who affirm their credibility, muft maintain 
it by arguments, deduced either from the previous fuppofi- 
tion of their neceffity, or from the nature and circumftances 
of the faéts, and the force and merits of that teftimony, 
which conftitutes their external evidence. 

* In the firft place, when they aflert the reality of them, 
upon any reafons drawn from their weceffity, they muft thew 
thefe reafons to be applicable folely to that period of time, 
in which they fuppofe them to have fubfifted, and utterly 
incompatible with any other, when they were confefledly 
ceafed. For inftance: If they affirm fuch powers to have 
been real, becaufe they were neceffary, either to fupport the 
church under thofe terrible perfecutions, which, in its in- 
fancy, it frequently fuffered, or to promote the converfion 
of the pagan world to the religion of the gofpel; which are 
the fole foundation on which their pre/umptive proof is built ; 
they muft fhew in a very particular manner, why they were 
not as neceffary to fupport the church in its diftrefles, in all 
ages of perfecution afterwards ; and why not as necefJary to 
promote the religion of the gofpel at this day, when the 
greateft part of the world is heathen, as they ever were in 
the primitive ages. And, /econdly, when they infift upon 
the authority of the fathers, as fufficient to confirm the 
truth of thefe powers, they muft tell us plainly what fa- 
thers they mean, and whether we are to receive impli-. 
citely every thing which they advance as miraculous; and, 
if we are to make a difference, muft explain, in very pre- 
cife terms, in what this difference confifts; and why, when 


faéts are evinced upon the force of teftimony, we may never- 


thelefs admit fome, and reject others, though that teftimony 
continues the fame. 

* While this remains undone, (and it has not yet been done) 
men may declaim, as much as they pleafe, upon the zeceffity 
of the miraculous powers, and exaggerate the authority of the 
fathers, who aflert them, in the higheft flrains they can in- 
vent, without carrying the leaft conyiGion along with them, 
* or 
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or proving any thing elfe, but that they would have us déleve 
fomething, tho’ they refufe to tell us what it is, and upon 
what foundation fuch a belicf is to be built. This method 
of theirs is apt to remind us of the very fame condu& in 
fome zealots of old, who are faid to have been above ex- 
plaining the grounds and reafons of their faith, and to have 
comprized all in believing only ; as if there was any merit in 
believing, without fufficient reafons to ground a de/ief upon, 
or, as if an eafinefs of believing was the only teft of a good 
chriftian ; which is fo far from being true, that it lays a man 
open to every fort of delufion, which the crafty and the in- 
terefted may think proper to impofe upon him; and it 1s 
very clear to me, that he, who tarnifhes his religion, or 
defiles the purity of his faith with the dclief of any impof- 
ture, which his reafon, if he will but exert it, is able to de- 
tet, will be full as accountable, as another, who, either 
from prejudices unhappily contracted, or from miftaken no- 
tions of things, falls perhaps fomewhat fhort of what he 
might reafonably be fuppofed to affent to. However, in 
the prefent cafe, if we are to believe at this rate, we muft 
believe the miraculous powers to have fubfifted, not to the 
reign of Conftantine the Great, where the generality of wri- 
ters have confined them, nor to this or that particular pe- 
riod, but from the apoftle’s times down to the prefent; the 
evidence of them through every fucceeding age being (for 
any thing that has yet been faid to the contrary) equally va- 
lid. But to proceed. 

‘ After thefe points are fettled, and the defenders of the 
miraculous powers have precifely determined the period of 
their fubfiftence, they muft advance further, and fhew us 
likewife, that there is nothing either in the nature or cir- 
cumftances of thefe powers, which carries in it any fufpi- 
cion of fraud and impofture, and that the ends, for which 
they were exerted, were in every view worthy of the in- 
terpofition of the Deity ; that the fathers, who affert them, 
could not eafily be impofed upon themfelves, and that they 
held no principles which would fuffer them to impofe upon 
others, by advancing any thing as true, even for the fake 
of religion, which they either knew or fufpected to be falfe. 
And, laftly, they muft make it appear, that the miracles of 
the gofpel were not able of themfelves to fupport the reli- 
gion of the gofpel, but that it was fure, or at leaft likely, to 
fink without fome fuch powers afterwards; for, unlefs they 
can prove this, there will lie the ftrongeft prefumption ima- 
ginable againft thefe future miracles; al! which, as I have 
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‘© elfewhere obferved, [Curfory Animadverf. p. 23.] muff need’ 
* appear fuperfluous and unneceffary, and therefore very different 
© from the ways of the Almighty, who does not ufe to work mira- 
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cles on every trifling occafion, either to force the obftinacy of 
thofe who do not believe, or to humour the prejtedices of thofe 
that do. 

¢ This is the plan I would chalk out, thefe the hints I would 
fuggeft to the ferious confideration of every man who would 
fatisfy the rational enquirets in the queftion before us ; 
which, for my own part, I fhould never have concerned 
myfelf about, if I had not obferved a fet of men induf- 
trioufly perplexing and obfcuring what was in itfelf clear and 
intelligible ; as if they had a mind to involve in darknefs what 
they durft not debate in open day-light. For what elfe hag 
been the bufinefs of all thofe voluminous an/wers which have 
been written againft the Free Enquiry? And what is it which 
one learns from the perufal of thefe performances, but only 
that the authors of them have fhewn great zeal, but little 


knowledge of the caufe they have undertaken to defend ; 


and that all their pains, inftead of conveying any clear no- 
tions, or giving a fair view of the point in difpute, has 
ferved only to confound and bewilder a reader? It muft be 
confefled however, that thefe writers have not been entire- 
ly overlooked and negleéted ; for, to our infinite furprize, 
we have heard of fome great churchmen, who have been 
exerting all their arts, and all their power, in backing the 
labours of thefe polemic gentlemen, and in countenancing 
the opinions, for which they have fo earneftly contended : 
which fort of policy, as far as I am able to judge, cannot 
poflibly have any other tendency, but to create in mena difguft 
towards religion in general, and more efpecially towards thofe 
who have the care and management of it; whom they will 
fufpe&t to be agitated by other motives than a love of truth; 
when they fee them applying fuch forcible means to the 
eftablifhing of points whicb no way affect its real intereft. 
The beft and only way to promote the religion of the gof- 
pel, and todo it any true fervice, is to clear it from that impure 
mixture with which the craft and fuperftition of men in all 
ages have been endeavouring to corrupt it, and to reconcile 
it as nearly as poffible to the reafon of mankind ; and not 


‘to load it with unintelligible articles and legendary fables, 


which muft hurt its credit, and obftrué its influence with 
all, who either cannot; or will not examine into its ge- 
nuine purity.’ 

‘ : Such 
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Such is the plan laid down by our author fer an anfwer to 
what has been objected to the miraculous powers; a plan, 
which, we apprehend, will never be executed. R 


= 





ART. xLv1. VIRGIDEMIARUM. Satires in fix books. By 
Jofeph Hall, of Emanuel- college, afterwards bifhop of 
Exeter and of Norwich. Oxford, printed for R. Clements. 
Sold by Baldwin, in London; ‘and: Merril, in Cambridge. 
1zmo. 25s. bound, 


S the ingenious mr. Whalley, in his Enguiry into the 

learning ‘of Shakefpear, has taken particular notice of 

thefe Satires, in his Notes, p. 41. which, on the whole, feem 

jutt to us, after perufing them; we fhall chufe to be as much 

ebliged to that gentleman on this occafion, as the editors of 

thefe fatires have been. 

‘ Bifhop Hall was born in 1574, and, publifhing thefe 

‘ fatires twenty-three years after, was, as he himfelf afferts, 
* in the prologue, the firft fatyrift in the Eng/i/ language: 


I firft adventure, follow me who lift, 
And be the fecond Englith fatyrift. 


© And, if we confider the difficulty of introducing fo nice 
* a poem as fatire into a nation, we muft allow it required 
© the affiftance of no common and ordinary genius. The 
© Itahans had their Aricffo, and the French their Regnier, 
‘ who might have ferved him as models for imitation; but he 
‘ copies after the ancients, and chiefly ‘fuvenal and Per/fius ; 
* though he wants not many ftrokes of ‘elegance and delica- 
* cy, which fhew him perfeétly acquainted with the mannef 
“of Horace. Among the feveral difcouragements which 
* attended his attempt in that kind, he mentions one peculiar 
* tothe language and nature of the Engli/h verfification, which 
* would appear in the tranflation of one of Perfius’s fatires : 
© The difficulty and diffonance whereof, fays he, /hall make good 
* my affertion ; befides the plain experience thereof in the fatires 
© of Ariofto ; fave which, and one bafe French fatire, f could 
never attain the view of any for my direftions Yet we may 
* pay him almoft the fame compliment -which was given of 
* old to Homer and Archilochus: for the improvements which 
* have been made by fucceeding poets, bear no manner of 
“ proportion te the diftance of time between him and them. 
‘The 
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© The verfes of bifhop Hal? are in general extremely mufical 
« and. flowing, and are greatly preferable to dr. Donne’s, as 
being of a much fmoother cadence; neitber fhall we find 
him deficient, if compared with his fucceflor, in point of 
thought and wit; and to exceed him with refpe& to his 
characters, which are more numerous, and wrought up with 
greater art and ftrength of colouring. Many of his lines 
would do honour to the moft ingenious of our modern 
poets; and fome of them have thought it worth their la- 
bour to imitate him, efpecially mr. Oldham. Bifhop Hall 
was not only our firft fatyrift, but was the firft who brought 
.epiftolary writing to the view of the public; which was 
common in that age to other parts of Europe, but not prac- 
tifed in England, till he publifhed his own epiftles. It 
may be proper to take notice, that the Virgidemiarum are 
not printed with his other writings, and that all account 
of them is omitted by him, thro’ his extreme modefty, in 
the {pecialities of his life, prefixed to the third volume of his 
works in follio.’ 

. The author’s poftfcript to his fatires is prefixed by the edi- 
tor in the room of a preface, and without any apparent im- 
propriety. It is not without fome fignatures of the bifhop’s 
good fenfe and tafte; and, making a juft allowance for the 
ufe of a few obfolete terms, and the puerile cuftom of that age in 
making, affected repetitions and reiterations of the fame word 
within the compafs of a period, it would read like no bad 
profe at prefent. He had undoubtedly an excellent ear, and 
we muft conclude he muft have fucceeded confiderably in 
erotic or paftoral poetry, from the following ftanza’s, in his 
Defiance to Envy, which. may be confidered as an exordium te 
his poetical writings. | 


Witneffe, ye mufes, how I wilful fun 
Thefe heady rhimes, withouten fecond care ; | 
And with’d them worfe, my guilty thoughts among ; 
The ruder fatire fhould go ragg’d and bare, 
And fhew his rougher and his hairy hide, 
Tho’ mine be fmooth, and deck’d in careleffe pride. 


Would we but breathe within a wax-bound quill, 
Pan’s feven-fold pipe, fome plaintive paftoral ; 
To teach each hollow grove, and fhrubby hill, 
Each murmuring wok each folitary vale 
To found our love, and to our fong accord, 
Wearying Echo with one changes word, 
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Or li us make two ftriving fhepherds fing, 
With coftly wagers for the victory, 
Under Menaléas judge; while one doth bring 
A carven bowl we)l wrought of beechen tree, 
Praifing it by the ftory, or the frame, 
Or want of ufe, or fkilful maker’s name. 


Another layeth a well-marked lamb, 

Or {potted kid, or fome more forward fteere, 

And from the paile doth prafe their fertile dam 3 

So do they ftrive in doubt, in hope, in feare, 
Awaiting for their trufty umpire’s doome, 
Faulted as falfe by him that’s overcome. 


Whether fo me lift my lovely thought to fing, 

Come dance ye nimble Dryads by my fide, 

Ye gentle wood-nymphs come ; and with you bring 

The willing fawns that mought your mufic guide, 
Come nymphs and fawns, that haunt thofe fhady groves, 
While | report my fortunes or my loves, 


The firft three books of fatires are termed by the author 
teothiefs fatires, and the three laft diting fatires. He has an 
animated idea of the dignity of good poetry, and a juft con- 
tempt of poetafters in the different fpecies of it, He fays of 
himfelf, in the firft fatire. . 


Nor can I crouch, and writhe my fawning tay 
To fome great Patron for my beft avayle. 

Such hunger-flarven trencher-poctiie, 

Or let it never live, or timely die. 


He frequently avows his admiration of Spencer, whofe co- 
temporary he was. His firft book, confifting of nine fatires, 
appears in a manner entirely levell’d at low and abject poet- 
afters. Several fatires of the fecond book reprehend the con- 
tempt of the rich, for men of fcience and genius. We {hall 
tranfcribe the fixth, being fhort, and void of all obfcurity. 


A gentle fquire would gladly entertaine 

Into his houfe fome trencher-chaplaine ; 
Some willing man that might infruct his fons, 
And that would ftand to good conditions. 
Firit, that he lie upon the truckle-bed, 

While his young maifter lieth o’er his head. 
Second, that he do, on no default, 

Ever prefusne to fit above the fale, 
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Third, that he never change his trencher twife. 
' Fourth, that he ufe all common courtefies ; 
, a Sit bare at meales, and one halfe raife and wait. 

7 | : Laft, that he never his young maifter beat, 

But he muft afke his mother to define, 

; How manie jerkes fhe would his breech fhould line. 
All thefe obferved, he could contented bee, 
To give five markes and winter liverie. 


| The feventh and laft of this book is a very juft and hu- 
7: morous fatire againft judicial aftrology, which was probably in 
y as high credit then, as witchcraft was in the fucceeding reign. 

The firft fatire of the third book is a ftrong contraft of the 
temperance and fimplicity of former ages, with the luxury 
and effeminacy of his own times, which a refle&ting reader 
wou’d be apt to think no better than the prefent. We find 
the good bifhop fuppofes our anceftors as poorly fed as Virgil’s 
and Horace’s ruftics. He fays, with fufficient energy, 


~ <P. gee - + —— ws 


Thy grandfires words favour’d of thriftie leekes, 

Or manly garlicke ; but thy furnace reekes 

a Hot iteams of wine; and can a-loofe defcrie 
The drunken draughts of fweet autumnitie. 


The fecond is a fhort fatire on erecting ftately monuments 
to worthlefs men. ‘The following advice is nobly moral, the 
| fubfequent farcafm juft and well exprefs’d. 


Thy monument make thou thy living deeds ; 

No other tomb than that true virtue needs. 

What! had he nought whereby he might be knowne 
But coftly pilements of fome curious ftone ? 

The matter nature’s, and the workman’s frame ; 
His purfe’s coft: where then is Ofmond’s name? 
Peferv’dft thou ill? well were thy name and thee, 
Wert thou inditched in great fecrecie. : 


The third gives an account of a citizen’s feaft, to which 
he was invited, as he fays, 


With hollow words, and * overly requett. 


and whom he difappointed by accepting his invitation.at once, 
and not maydening it; no infignificant term as he applies it : 
for, as he fays, 


Who looks for double biddings to a featt, ’ 
May dine at home for an importune gueft. 


After 
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After a fumptuous bill of fare, our author compares the great 
plenty of it to our prefent notion of a mifer’s feaft—faying, 


Come there no more; for fo meant all that coft : 
Never hence take me for thy fecond hoft. 


The fourth is levelled at o/fentation in devotion, or in drefs, 
The fifth reprefents the fad plight of a courtier, whofe peri- 
winke, as he terms it, the wind had blown off by unbonnet- 
ing in.a falute, and expofed his waxen crown or fealp. *Tis 
probable this might be about the time of their introduction in- 
to drefs here. The fixth, which is a fragment, contains a 
hyperbolical relation of a thirfty foul, called Gulion, who 
drunk 4cheron dry in his paflage over it, and grounded Cha- 
yon’s boat, but floated it again, by as liberal a dtream of urine. 
It concludes with the following farcaftical, yet wholcfome 
irony. 

Drinke on drie foule, and pledge fir Gullion : 
Drinke to all healths, but drinke not to thine owne. 


The feventh and laft is a humourous defcription of a famith’d 
beau, who had dined only with duke Humfray, and who was 
ftrangely adorned with exotic drefs. 


To thefe three fatires he adds the following conclufion. 


Thus have I writ, in fmoother cedar tree, 

So gentle Satires, penn’d fo eafily. 

Henceforth I write in crabbed oak-tree rynde, 
Search they that mean the fecret meaning find. 
Ho!d out ye guilty and ye galled hides, 

And meet my far-fetch’d ftripes with waiting fides, 


In his ditzng fatires he breathes ftill more of the fpirit and 
ftile of ‘Fuvenal, his third of this book being an imitation of 
that fatirift’s eighth, on family-madnefs and the pride of de- 


feent; the beginning of which is not tranflated amifs by our 


author. The principal objeé&t of his fourth fatire, Gallia, 
would correfpond exactly with a modern Fribb/e, but that he 
fuppofes him capable of hunting and hawking, which are 
exercifes rather too coarfe and indelicate for ours: this ma 

intimate perhaps, that the reign of the great Elizabeth had 
no character quite fo unmanly as our age. In advifing him 
to wed, however, we have no bad portrait of the petit maitre. 


Hye thee, and give the world yet one dwarfe more, 
Such as it got when thou thy feife was bore.” 
Aa2 His 
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His fifth fatire contrafts the extremes of prodigality and ava- 
rice; and by a few initials, which are f{kabbarded, it looks as 
if he had fome individuals in view; though he has difclaimed 
fuch an intention in his pofifcript, (now the preface) p. 6. 
lin. 25, &c. His fixth fets out very much like the firft fa- 
tire of Horace’s firft book, on the diffatisfaction and caprice 
of mankind—Qui fit Mecenas; and, after a juft and lively 
defcription of our different purfuits in life, he concludes with 
the following pre’erence of a college one, which, we find in 
the /pecialities of his life, he was greatly devoted to in his 
youth. ‘The lines, which are far from inelegant, feem indeed 
to come from his heart, and make him appear as an excep- 
tion to that too general human difcontent, which was the fub- 
ject of this fatire. 


*Mongtft all thefe flirs of difcontented ftrife, 

Oh let me lead an academick life ; 

To know much, and to think we nothing know; 
Nothing to have, yet think we have enowe 5 

In fkill to want and wanting feek for more ; 

In weele nor want, nor @ifh for greater tore. 
Envy, ye monarchs, with your proud exceffe, 

At our low fayle, and our high happinefie. 


The laft fatire of this book is a fevere one on the clergy 
of the church of Rome. He terms it POMH PYMH, by which 
we fuppofe he intended to brand Rome, as the fink of fuper/tie 
tion. He obferves, if Fuvenal, whom he calls Aguine’s carp- 
ing fpright, were now alive, among other furprizing altera- 
tions at Reme, 


—that he moft would gaze and wonder at, 

Is th’ horned mitre, and the bloody har, 

The crooked itafe, their coule’s ftrange form and fore, 
Save that he faw tae fame in hell befcre. 


The firft fatire of the fifth book is levelled at racking land- 
lords. The following lines are a {trong example of the tafte 
of thofe times for the punn and paroncma/fia, 


While freezing Matho, that for one lean fee 
Won't term each term the term of Hillary, 
May now, inftead of thofe his fimple fees, 
Get the fee-iimples of faire manneries. 


The fecond fatire lathes the incongruity of ftately buildings 
and want of hofpitality, and naturally reminds us of a pleafant 
epigram 
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epigram of Martial’s on the fame occafion, where, after de~ 
feribing the magnificence of a villa, he concludes how~ 
ever, there is no toom either to fup or lodge init. It ends 
with a tranfition on the contumely with which the parafites 
are treated at the tables of the great; being a pretty clofe 
imitation of Fuvenal on the fame fubject. This fatire has 
alfo a few fkabbarded initials. 

In his third, titled, KOINA ®TAQN, where he reprehends 
Plato’s notion of a political community of all things, are the 
following lines: 


Plato is dead, and dead is his device, 

Which fome thought witty, none thought ever wife : 
Yet certes Mecha is a Platonitt 

To all, they fay, fave whofo do not lift; 

Becaufe her hufband, a far traffick’d man, 

Is a profcfs’d Peripatecian. , 


His laft book and fatire, for it confifts but of one, is a 
humourous ironical recantation of his former fatires ; as the 
author pretends there can be no juft one in fuch perfect times 
ashisown. ‘The latter part of it alludes to different paflages 
in Fuvenal; and he particularly reflects on fome poetafter he 
calls Labeo, whom he had repeatedly lafh’d before; and who 
was not improbably fome cotemporary fcribler. | 

Upon the whole, thefe fatires fufficiently evince both the 
learning and ingenuity of their author. ‘The fenfe has ge- 
nerally fuch a fufficient paufe, and will admit of fuch a punc- 
tuation at the clofe of the fecond line, and the verfe is very 
often as harmonious too, as if it was calculated for a modern 
ear: though the great number of obfolete words retained 
would incline us to think the editors had not procured any very 
extraordinary alteration of the original edition, which we have 
never feen. The prefent one is neatly printed; and, if it fhould 
occafion another, we cannot but think a fhort gloffary at the 
end of it, or explanations at the bottom of the pages, where 
the moft uncouth and antiquated terms occur, would juftly in- 
creafe the value of it, by adding confiderably to the perfpi- 
cuity of this writer; who, in other refpects, feems to have been 
a learned divine, a confcientious chriftian, a lover of.peace, and 
well endued with patience ; : for the exercife of which virtue, the 
confufions at the latter end of his life, about the time of the 
death of Charles I. furnifhed him with frequent opportunities, 
the account of his own hard meafures being dated in May 

1647. We have met with no other poetical writings of the 
bihhop’sy except three anthems, compofed for the ufe of his 
Aa3 ' cathedral- 
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cathedral-church; and indeed, it feems as if his continual oe- 
cupation after kis youth, and his troubles in age, were fuffi- 
cient to fupprefs any future propenfity to fatirical poetry 
which we may infer from the conclufion of the firft fatire of 
his fourth book, 


While now my rhimes relifh of the ferule ftill, 
Some nofe-wile pedant faith; whole deep-feen fill 
Hath three times conftrued either Flaccus o’er, 
And thrice rehears’d them in his trivial floore. 

So let them tax me for my hot blood’s rage, 
Rather than fay I doated in my age. 


K. 


— — 





Art. xtvit. A vindication of the hiftories of the Old and 
New Teftament. In anfweP to the objedtions of the late lord 
Bolingbroke. Jn two letters to a young nobleman. By the 
right reverend dr. Robert Clayton, lord bifhop of Clogher. 
8vo. 2s. Cooper. 


S the late lord Bolingbroke, in his letters on the ftudy and 
ufe of hiftory, has, under the pretence of fhewing that 
the facred writings are not fufficient materials on which to 
found a general fyftem either of hiftory or chronology, made 
fuch objeftions to them, as, if true, muft greatly invalidate 
their teftimony ; the learned.and judicious dr. Clayton, in the 
Jetters now before us, which are written in a very genteel and 
candid manner, confiders thefe objections, and endeavours to 
fupport and vindicate the authority of the hiftory of the bible, 
in the very method, and on the very plan, lord Bolingbroke 
himfelf hath pointed out. 
‘Towards the beginning of his fr/ letter, dr. Clayton takes oc- 
cafion to obferve, that lord Bolingbrcke has attacked chriftianity 
under the charaéter of a falfe friend ; and tells us, that his whole 


argumentation againft the authenticity of the fcripture hiftory — 
in the Old and New Teftament, is one continued piece of ° 


fallacious fophiftry. *¢ As for inftance, fays he: His lordfhip 
* takes a great deal of learned pains to fhew the imperfeQtion 
of ancient prophane hiffory, as well as he does of ancient 
facred hiftory ; which, at the fame time that it ferves to 
make a great fhew of impartiality, has likewife this further 
ufe, that, by overturning the credibility of ancient prophane 
hiftory, he fetsafide the force of that evidence, which the 
vindicators of revealed religion have produced in fupport of the 
facred writings from the concurrent teftimony of the ancient 
* prophan¢ 
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€ prophane hiftorians: and yet, through his whole treatife, 
‘he recommends the enquiry into ancient hiftory, in order 
< to eftablifh thofe biftorical faéts in facred hiftory, which are 
© the foundation of the whole fyftem, on clear and unqueftionable 
© authority, [p.-183. Lond. edit. vol. II.] which is manifeftly 
‘ ating the part of a faithlefs Dalilah, in firft depriving us of 
‘ our ftrength, and then calling out in the voice of a friend, 
© The Philittines be upon thee, Sampfon !’ 

Thofe who have read lord Bolingbroke’s letters muft have 
obferved, that his lordfhip makes a diftinétion between the le- 
gal, doétrinal, or prophetical parts of the bible, and the hifto- 
rical; and that he confines in/piration to thofe parts of {cripture 
only which conoern the /aw, the doéfrine, or the prophectes. 
But, with regard to this, our learned author obferves, that 
his lordthip raifes fuch objections againft this diftin@ion, as 
are fufficient to convince the confiderate reader, that he by no 
means defigns nor defires to adhere toit. From this he takes 
occafion to enquire into the true nature and extent of infpira- 


tion; the main end, and ufe of which, he tells us, is not to’ 


gratify our curiofity, nor to improve our minds in arts and 
{ciences, or in hiftory and chronology, but to inftruct us in 
righteoufnefs, that the man of God, or he who is willing to 
dedicate himfelf to the fervice of God, may be thoroughly 
furnifhed with all manner of inftruction in righteoufnels, ne- 
ceflary to excite him to the performance of good works. So 
that he thinks, if the infallibility of /cripture authority, as far 
as religion is concerned, be but fecured, to ufe the words of lord 
Bolingbroke, this is fufficient. Part of what he advances, with 
regard to zn/piration, is as follows : 

‘ When we fpeak of infpired writers and infpired writing, 
fays he, we do not mean that every word or every thought is 
directly and immediately infpired by God. When AG/es wrote 
the hiftory of the Exodus, he wrote what he faw, and what he 
knew of it, as any other man would have done. When he was 
informed by God, either in vifion, or by infpiration, of any 
thing which he could not otherwife know, he likewife wrote 
this, or fpoke it in his own words, unlefs where the words, 
as in a few cafes, were diCtated unto him: and it is enough 
for us, that he has told us what he knew, either of his own 
knowledge, or by infpiration, with truth and fidelity. And 
this was alfo the cafe with the reft of the prophets, whofe 
minds ALMIGHTY Gop might pleafe to illuminate, either 
by fhewing them vifions, ,or by imprefling and communi- 
cating ideas immediately to their thoughts, and yet leave 
the infpired perfon to the exercife of his own natural fa- 
Aad © culties 
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culties in relating this vifion, or diGovering thofe thoughts 

to others. So that, when the perfon thus infpired came to 
defcribe the vifion, or explain his thoughts, he would un- 
fold his mind in his own language, in the fame words and 
images, that he would naturally ufe, either in common 
converfation, or in any literary compofitior, And hence it 
comes to pafs, that thofe {criptures, which are faid to be 
in‘pired by God, are written in fuch a great variety of 
{tiles, according to the different natural, or improved abi- 
lities of the perfon infpired. Thus, for example, the lan- 
guage in which the prophet //aiah writes, who was of 
royal extraction, and was bred at a court, was lofty and high, 

¢ his metaphors fireng, and his images fublime : whereas, on 
the other hand, the Jane cuage of the prophet Amis, who was 
¢ by profeffion a fhepherd, and bred in the country, is hum- 
¢ tle and low, his fentiments eafy, and his images “frequently 
¢ paftoral ; and therefore the ftile of the fcriptures muft be 
Hable to all the miftakes and incorreétnefles of that kind, 
¢ with which other human compofitions abound. 

‘Nor is it to be fuppofed that there was any need for the 
Scirit of God to infpire the facred writers with the know- 
ledge of thofe things which their own eyes, or their own 
ears, or their owm judgment, could inform them in without 
fuch infpiration. It is fufficient, that, in fuch cafes, the 
facred writers fhould fay nothing but the truth, as it ap- 
peared unto them: as in the cafe of the extraordinary cone 
tinuance of the light of the fun, which Zofhua mentions 

as the effet of the fun’ s flanding frill, becavfe it appeared 
unto him fo to do; which, though not phyfically true, was 
undoubtedly a mera! truth. And hence it is, that St. Paul 
frequently makes a diffinflion between thofe precepts 
which he had received by infpiration, and thofe that arofe 
from the refult of his own prudence, For, in writing to 
the Criuthians, with re gard to fome part of their condu& 
in the marriage ftate, he fays, This I {peak by permiffion, and 
not by commandment ; that is, I fpeak it by permiffion as my 
own private advice, but not by in{piration from the Lord. 
But where a matter of confequence arofe, and the queftion 
was about feparation, whether a believing wife or hufband 
fhould feparate from an unbelieving hufband or wife, having 
félt the divine infpiration inwardly 
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y di€teting to him, what 
his own judgment was unable to determ'ne, he then fpeaks 
pofitively, as bo i.fpiration from God, and fays, Unto the 
married I comma if yet not I, but the Lord. Let no’ the 
wife depart from the hufoand, qnd let not the hufband put 
© away 
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away his wife. Something of the fame nature happened to 
Mo/es, in the cafe of the man that was found gathering ticks 
on the Sabbath-day, and in the cafe of the daughters of Le- 
lophebad ; which cafes Mofes not being able to determine 
by his own private judgment, went to confult the Lord, 
and had his doubts accordingly refolved. So that, when 
any perfon, under the influence of the Spirit of God, de- 
. clares any thing as atruth, we may fafely acknowledge it 
as fuch, although he was not particularly infpired with it 5 
becaufe, we may depend upon it, the fpirit of God, were 
it otherwife, would, in that cafe, over-rule him, and cor- 
ret his judgmenr, and make him cry out with St. Paul, 
Yet not I, but the Lord!’ : 
It will not be expected that we fhould follow our author re- 
gularly in a work of this nature; we fhall’ therefore only lay 
before our readers the anfwers he m kes to fuch objeCtions of 
Jord Bolingbrcke as may appear to have fome weight in them, 
\ for many of them indeed are extremely trifling, and fcarce 
| deferve a confutation. His lordfhip, mentioning the curfe 
given by Noah to Canaan for an offence committed by his 
father Ham, obferves, that Hlam alone offended, and that 
Canaan was innocent. * Canaan, fays he, alone was curfed : 
* and he became, according to his grandfather’s prophecy, a 
fervant of fervants, that is, the vileft of flaves to Sem, tho’ ’ 
© not to Japhet ; when the //raelites conquered Pale/tine; to 
\ “© one of his uncles, not to bis brethren, Will it be faid—it has 
© been faid-—-that where we read Canaan, we are to undeftand 
Ham, whole brethren Sem and ‘Japhet were? At this rate 
we fhall never know what we read, as thefe critics never 
care what they fay.———- Wil] it be faid—this has been 
faid too—that Ham was punifhed in his pofterity, when 
Canaan was curfed, and his defcendants were exterminated? 
But who does not fee that the curfe and the punifhment, 
in this cafe, fell on Canaan and his pofterity, exclufively of 
* the reft of the pofterity of Ham ?’ 
Our learned author's anfwer to this is as follows. ¢ And 
now, fays he, I appeal to your Jordfhip, (the young nobleman ‘ry 
to whom his letters are addreffed ) whether any thing 
can be more unfair than the treatment given to this paf- 
fage by the neble vifcount? At this rate we fhall never 
know, fays he, what we read. And how js it that we 
know what we read? Is it by infifting on every literal or 
verbal muttake that is made in copying of manufcripts ; or, 
when we find a manifeft miftake, is it not by comparing 
what we read with the context, and corre¢ting any error 


* of 


a: en ar @ @& @: & @ 
- om 


al 


aa A 


. 





a A 


A ww a («OA nw 


ern 8 8&8 BF 



































362 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


© of the pen or prefs, fo as to make the fenfe of the whole 
¢ paflage entire? And, if the noble vifcount would have al- 
© lowed himfelf patience to have done this, he might have 
© eafily rectified the whole mittake. For, as he obferves, it was 
© Ham alone who offended ; and yet it is Canaan alone that 
© is curfed: and that the words of the curfe are, that the 
* perfon curfed fhall be a fervant of fervants to bis brethren, 
© viz. Sem and ‘Faphet. Hence it is manifed, that Canaan 
could not be the perfon curfed ; becaufe, as the noble vif- 
count alfo remarks, he would then be made a fervant of 
fervants, not to his brethren but to his uncles. It is alfo to 
be obferved, that, in the preceding verfes, where Ham igs 
fpoken of, as being guilty of the offence, he i. particularly 
fpecified by the name of Ham, the father of Canaan, 
Gen. ix. 18,22. For, fays Mofes, Ham, the father of 
Canaan, faw his father’s nakedne/s, &c. And Noah awaked 
© from his wine, and knew what his younger fon (Ham) had 
© dene unto him. And he faid, Curfed be Canaan, &c. 
© Whereas, is it not plain, that this laft muft be a miftake 
© in the tranfcriber of the copy ? and that the whole paflage, 
‘ in the original, muft have run thus: Ham, the father of 
* Canaan faw his father’s nakedne/s: and Nouh awaked from 
© his wine, and knew what his younger fon had done unto him. 

© And he faid, curfed be (Ham the father of ) Canaan; a 
fervant of jervants fhall fe be unto his brethren. And he faid, 

© bleffed be the Lord Ged of Shem; and (Ham the father of ) 
© Canaan fhall be his fervant. God fhall enlarge Japhet, and 
© be frall dwell in the tents of Shem; and (Ham the father of) 
© Canaan fhall be his fervant. But, fays the noble vifcount, 
* who does not fee, that the curfe and the punifhment, ia 
© this, cafe, (that is, in the extirpation of the Canaanites) fell 
€ on Canaan and bis pofterity, exclufively of the reft of the 
* 
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pofterity of Ham? And, without doubt, fo it did in that 
one cafe; but the curfe was general, and included Ham 
and all his pofterity, as well as Canaan, and was according- 
ly fulfilled in them all, directly contrary to the affertions of 
the noble vifcount, when he fays, the defcendants of Mi/raim, 
another of bis fons, were the Egyptians; and they were fa far 
© from being fervants of fervants to their coufins the Semttes, that 
© thefe were fervants of servants to them, during more than 
* fourfeore years. Whereas it is manifeft, on the contrary, 
© that Egypt, or the land of Ham, was made tributary to the 
© offspring of Shem in the perfon of Cambyfes and his fuccel- 
€ fors, who reduced Egypt as well as Canaan, under the Per- 


© ftam® yoke ; under which it continued till the reign of Da- 
© rqus 








































For NOVEMBER, 1752. 363 


‘ rius Nothus, when the Epyptians, having driven the Perfians 
‘ out of that country, regained their liberty, untill they were 
¢ again reduced by Ochus king of Perfi2, and remained in 
© fubjeGtion to that empire, until Darius Codomanus was de- 
‘ feated by Alexander the Great; when Egypt fell under the 
‘ power of that prince, with the reft of the provinces of the 
‘ Perfian empire. By which means Ham with his pofte- 
‘ rity became a fervant of fervants unto bis brethren, having 
‘ been firft brought into fubjeétion by the Perfians that were 
¢ of the line of Shem, and being again fubdued by the Greeks 
¢ who were the defcendants of ‘aphet. This part of the 
© curfe was therefore literally fulfilled. it being manifeft that 
¢ the whole pofterity of Ham was made a /fervant of fervanis, 
© when the Greeks and Romans, who were the potterity of 
© Faphet, enlarged their borders, by conquering the Perfians, 
* and taking pofleffion of the tents of Shem, both in Egypt 
‘ and Canaan. But the reafon why the name of Canaan 
© alone, of all the children of Ham, was particularly men- 
€ tioned at that time by AZj/es, as being included in the curfe 
‘ pronounced by Noah, was, becaufe the //raelites, who were 
© the offspring of Shem, were then going to fulfil that part of 
‘ the curfe, and to take pofleffion of the land of Canaan, for 
© the firlt time.’ 

After anfwering feveral other objeftions urged by lord Bo- 
lingbroke, dr. Clayton proceeds to vindicate the authority of 
the fcripture-hiftory, according to the plan laid down by his 
lordfhip ; and endeavours to eftablifh ‘thofe hiftorical fa&s, 
which are the foundations of the whole fyftem, both in 
the Old and New Teftament, on fuch clear and unqueftion- 
able authority, as is required in all other cafes of moment. 
This tafk is the eafier to our author, as he has alread 
purfued this very plan, in fome letters lately publifhed for 
the ufe of the Zews ; from which (the book being now out of 
print) he borrows what is neceflary for his prefent purpofe. 

As lord Bolingbroke has obferved, that the authority on 
which we receive the books of the New Teftament is fo far 
from being founded on the authority of the Old Teftament, 
that it is quite independent on it, our author, to comply as 
far as he can with all his lordfhip’s fcruples, begins with the 
New Teftament, and does not confider it in the left a be- 
ing founded on the authority of the Old, nor pays any greater 
regard to hiftorians, fathers, or councils, than they are firiétly 
entitled to on the face of what they have tran{mitted to us, 
: their own confiflenty, and on the concurrence of other au- 
; rity, 
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The highet? degree of proof, that can be given with regard 
to faéts, having been reduced by mr. Locke to the confidera- 
tion of fix particulars, dr. Clayton thinks he cannot poffibly 
take a fairer method, in the aad of thofe mattets of fa&, 
which he wants to evince, than by producing the evidence, 
and trying it according to the rules mr. Locke has prefcribed. 
Accordingly, he goes through the fix criterions fixed by that 
able reafoner as fufficient tefts for afcertaining and ettablifhing 
the degrees of probability ; and fhews, that the number of our 
witnefies is fuch, as hath been thought fufficient, in all ages, 
to determine our affent, even in the courts of judicature ; that 
their having fuffered perfecution and death, rather than re- 
tract there affertions, is a fufficient proof of their éntegrity ; 
that they had /ki// equal to their undertaking, which was on- 
ly to relate maiters of fact; that their defign could not be to 
deceive, as there was no poflibility of their gaining any thing 
by it; that the parts, as well as circumftances of their rela- 
tion, were all confiftent together, and concurred in carrying 
on the general fcheme of a Adeffiah ; and that no contrary tef- 
timanies can be produced, but what rather tend to prove that 
Fefus was that Adeffiah. 

Having, in his firf letter, gone through the proof of the 
veracity of the faéts recorded of Fefus Chrift, in the hiftory 
of the New Teflament, our author proceeds, in the /econd, 


19 Arindicate the authenticity of the Old Teftament ; againft which 





















the chief objections that are raifed by lord Sdliteivehe, are, 
that the law and thethiftory were far from being blended toge- 
ther as they now jand in the Pentateuch, even from the time of 
Miehis dein to that of Efdras; that, with regard to the other 
parts of the canon of the Fewzh {criptures, it is doubtful wha 
were the authors of them, when they were publifhed, how they 
were preferved or renewed, how they were lft during the capti- 
vity, and how they were retrieved after it. 

To ail thefe objections dr. Clayton gives a full anfwer: he 
makes it appear, that the authority of the hiftorical parts of 
the books of Mo/es is confirmed by the fame proofs as the ju- 
ridical parts, and mentions fome of thofe many and various 
atteftations that remain to this day of the truth of the hiftori- 
cal parts of thofe books. He tells us, that the rock in Horeb, 
whith Adofes ftruck- at the command of God, and out of 
which there came water for the children of J/rael to drink, is 
{till in being, {till vifible to the eye, with the infallible marks 
of the miracle infcribed on every fide of it; and likewife that 
other rock (See Numé. xx. 11.) which Alofes ftruck pores 
wit 
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with his rod in the defart of Zin. This, we are told, ap- : 
pears from an original manufcript journal in our author's pol- 
feffion, a tranflation of which, in a letter to the fociety of an- : 
tiquaries at London, is now in the prefs. ‘ And now, fays he, 
‘ what can fcepticifm fay to thefe two, if not living, yet 
‘ ftanding ‘miracles in atteftation of the truth of the Ado/aical 
‘ hiftory? which, in my humble opinion, cannot poffibly be 
© confidered in any other light, than as two tables of teftimony 
‘ written in flone by the finger of God.’ 
Our author, after fhewing when, and by whom, the books 
of Mofes and Fa/bua were compofed, is. at great pains to in- 
form us, how they were afierwards preferved or renewed, and 
endeavours to trace them in the hands of the ews, whofe 
municipal laws they were, from their firft publication to the 
prefent time: but we fhall conclude this article with acquaint- 
ing our readers, that dr. Clayton has promifed, as foon as he 
has leifure to publith fome letters in vindication of the AZo/aical 
account of the creation and deluge, as a proper fequel to this 
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Art. xtvit1. Remarks en lord Bolingbroke’s letters on the 
Sfiudy and ufe of hiftory: fo far as they relate to the history 
of the Old Teftament; and efpecially to the cafe of Noah, ma 
denouncing a curfe upon Canaan. dn a letter to a lady 

| of quality. By James Harvey, 4. M. reétor of Wetton- 

f Favel, Northamptonfhire. 8vo. 41s. Rivington. 





UR pious author, in his preface to this letter, tells us, 
that it was not intended for the prefs; and that the 
publication of it is owing to a Right Honourable perfonage, 
whofe name, though it would grace and recomend his papers, 
he is not a'lowed to mention. He obferves, towards the be- 
ginning of it, that the /criptures, though they do not contain 
a compleat hiftory of the firft ages, prefent us with a collection 
of the moft ancient, curious, and inftructive fats, Several of 
thefe fa&s he mentions, and takes notice of that majefic fim- 
plicity of ftile in which they are delivered: after which he 
proceeds as follows. 
* Yet thefe books lord Belingbreke difparages ; and, at the 
* fame time extols the writings of Tacitus. The remains of 
* Tacitus, he tells us, are precious remains. Thofe of the 
© Holy Scripture are dark and imperfeé&t accounts. In Tacitus, 
* History preferves her integrity and her luftre. In the 
© Holy Scripture, inftead of hiftory, you have a heap of fables ; 
2 which 
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which can pretend to nothing but fome infcrutable truths, 
and therefore ufelefs to mankind. Every line of Tacitus 
has weight, and cannot be mentioned without admiration, 
Whereas, the Sacred Hiffory is put upon a level with the 
extravagancies of Amadis of Gaul, and can never gain fuffi- 
cient credit from any reafonable man. 

© Who is this uncircumeifed Philiftine, faid David, that he 
¢ foould defy the armies of the Living God? And who is this 
© Yacitus, would I afk, this darling author, that be fhould be 
© raifed to the fkies, while the divine hiffcrians are trodden to 
© the duft? If your ladyfhip is unacquainted with his 
* charaéter, let me give it in the words of a tmoft elegant and - 
* mafterly critic. Having confidered the principal qua.ities of 
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Tacitus, asa writer, and anh iftorian ; I cannot help think- 
ing, that there is a falfe fu iblime and affeétation in his defcrip- 
tion: a feurrility and fatirical vein, with too epigrammatical 

a concifenefs in bis wit, an acutene/s, but too {peculative, and 

a policy over-refined in his obfervations ; @ malignant and ill- 

natyred turn in lis charaéters 5 a philofophy 100 abftracted and 
* elevated in his reafonings, and a vanity in bis learning. In 
“ fhort, that be is in antiquity, a pedant ; in the philofophy of 
* nature, @ fceptic ; in morals, loofe; in defeription, gaudy and 

< pompous ; 5 in politics, fubdolous, refined, and knavifh, ( Hun- 
© ter’s Obfervations on Tacitus. ) 

* Yet this is the writer that muft be placed in fuch great 
« fuperiority to Ad@/es, “Fofhua, and Samuel. This the hiftory 
‘ (rife criticifm, and refent the indignity!) that is fpoken of 
* with applaufe and rapture, even while the facred annals are 
‘ treated with difrefpect and obloquy.’ 

But why, may it not be afked, muft Tacitus die, that Mo- 
Jes, &c, may live? If lord Bolingbr oke has {poken of Tacitus 
in the higheft terms of refpect, and difrefpectfully of the fa- 
cred writings, there was no reafon, one would imagine, in 
vindicating the fcriptures againft what his lordfhip had advan- 
ced, to reprefent Tacitus as a pedant, a fceptic, and a knave: 

rife ‘candour, and refent the indignity! But to return. 

After fome general remarks, our author proceeds to confider 
particularly the cafe of Neah, denouncing a curfe upon Ca- 
naan. He tells us that the paflage, Curfed be Canaan, and 
many other fuch paflages, which feem to be imprecations, are 
really prediéions, and that it would be much more fuitable to 
the ssaibehie {tile, to tranflate them as indicatives, rather than 
imperatives; curfed is, rather than be, Canaan. Such a man- 
ner of fpeaking, he fays, would remove from this particular 
paflage all that founds harsh, or feems uncharitable; and would, 
3 in 
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in the general, impart an unequalled maje/ty to the language of 
' fcripture. 
< It was God then, fays he, and not man, from whom this 
avenging {entence came. And God, to fhew his utter de- 
teftation of all iniquity ; to manifeft his fingular delight in 
virtue; frequently takes occafion to denounce vengeance, 
or promile happinefs, when fome notorious evil 1s commit- 
ted, or fome laudable good performed. And was there not 
a moft notorious evil committed 

‘ But, fuppofing the turpitude and immorality of the action 
© to be very enormous, and fuch as deferved fome fignal ven- 
* geance, the vengeance, it is objected, was mifapplied. For 
© Ham alone offended; Canaan was innocent.———My lord 
© is not fure_that Canaan was innocent; though he aflerts it 
‘ pretty confidently. If his lordfhip was unacquainted with 
¢ the Hebrew, he will fcarcely be thought qualified to pro- 
‘ nounce fo peremptorily, concerning a cafe related in that 
© language. If his lordfhip was acquainted with the original, 
© he acts fomewhat unfairly, in faying, This notion is not only 
© without, but againft the exprefs authority of the text. For he 
© muft know, that it receives fome countenance even from the 
* text itfelf. I would by no means offend your ladyfhip’s eyes, 
‘ with any rugged figures, or uncouth quotations. But you 
© may venture to believe me, when I afiure you, that the inoft 
© exact tranflation of Gen. ix. 24. is, Noah knew what bis 
© fon had done to him, the or that little one. Ham could not 
“ fo properly be ftiled the little one; fince he was the middle- 
‘ moft, and is always placed in that order: Shem, Ham, 
‘ 
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Fapheth. But the defcription agrees perfectly well with 
Canaan, the grandfon of Noah: and it was cuftomary 
among the ‘fews, to call the grandchildren, the fons of their 
grandfather. Canaan, it is added, was alone curfed.—The 
words would run fmoother, if tranfpofed in this manner : 
Canaan alone was curfed. As for the faé?, that wants fome 
better confirmation, than my lord’s bare affertion. To me 
it is evident, that Ham was not exempted from the curfe. 
What? If it did not fall upon him in perfon? Yet, to be 
punifhed in his offspring, muft be very affeéfing, and no lefs 
affiiéting. 
* Where is the equity of curfing a people that are yet us- 
born ? Does not this contradié& all our notions of order and 
juftice ? It may be contrary to our notions, at leaft it 
would be unjuftifiable in our practice; but is quite other- 
wife, wath regard to the all-feeing God. _Is it not agreeable 
to the ftricteft rules of juftice, for a magiftrate, when he has 
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heard the witneffes, fummed up the evidence, and found the 
prifoner guilty—is it not agreeable to the ftricteft rules of 
juftice, to pafs fentence upon /uch acriminal? The quef- 
tion can admit of no doubt. Yet it is equally certain, that 
this was the very cafe, with reference to the Supreme Judge, 
and thofe finners the Canaanites.—T hey practifed the grofleft 
and inhuman idolatries. “They abandoned themfelves to the 
moft ‘horrid immoralities: fuch as violated matute; con- 
founded all order ; and fuch as it would be fhocking even to 
mention.—Now all thefe provoking crimes were prefent to 
the view of Him, by whofe infpiration Noah fpake. He 
faw them with the fame circumftantial exaétnefs, as if they 
had been already perpetrated. —Let us take thefe very im- 
portant particulars into confideration, the exceffive rin 
of thofe nations, and the all-forefeeing difcernment of ‘Fehovah, 
and then who will dare to in/inuate, that the everlafting So- 
vereign acted unjuftly ; that he launched the lightnings of 
his indignation, in an arbitrary manner, or upon an inno- 
cent people ?—Who will be fo precipitate as to affirm with 
my lord, that no cther writer but a ‘Few, could impute to the 
economy of Divine Providence the accomplifhment of fuch a 
prediction ; nor make the Supreme Being the executor of fuco 
a curfe? 

* The former of thefe circumftances will fet in a proper 
light, what his lordfhip calls, the cruelties committed by “fofhua 
in the congueft of the Canaanit-s. It will make them appear 
to be acts of righteous vengeance ; a much needed and moft 
defirable extirpation of a pe/f:lent people; altogether as fer- 
viceable to the public, as it was formerly, to deftroy the 
wolves from cur. ifland; or as it is, at prefent, to deliver 
over fome flagitious malefa€tors to the fentence of the law. 
—Yet the execution of this vengeance was delayed, year 
after year, century after century. The feed of Abraham, 
for feveral ages, were not permitted to enter upon the pof- 
feffion of their deftined inheritance; becaufe the iniquity of 
the Amorites, which was the caufe of their extermination, 
was not yet full.—Does it then Lefpeak the man of integri- 
ty, to reprefent thofe proceedings of ‘Yo/bua, under the ale 
horred image of crelties; which were acts of a juftice, ex- 
emplary, falutary, and greatly to be revered? Is it becom- 
ing an honef? enquirer after truth, to fuggeft, without the 
leaft fhadow of proof, a fe’fi/h and malignant reafon, for the 
deftruétion of the Canaanites; when a reafon, the moft 
equitable in its nature, the moft beneficial in its confe- 
guences, is exprefsly and repeatedly affigned by the facred 
* hiftorians?! 
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hiftorians ?—This I refer to your ladyfhip’s decifion, who, 
Iam fure, will not‘err on the uncharitable extreme ; yet, I 
believe, will find it difficult, with all your good nature, to 


nF af HH 


ingenuity. 

‘ My lord fays, Who does not fee, that the curfe and the 
punifhment fell on Canaan and his pofterity, exclufively of the 
reft of the pofterity of Ham?—T he punifhment was not con- 
fined to Canaan and his pofterity. It reached the other defcen- 
dants of Ham; Mifraim himfelf, the father of the Egyptians, 
excepted. Canaan, ’tis true, is particularly mentioned ;— 
becaufe he was (as from this very circumftance is extreme- 
ly probable) an accomplice with Ham, in the breach of filial 
duty ;—becaufe this branch of the family was more than 
ordinarily corrupt, nay, beyond meafure, victous ;—becaufe 
the Canaanites were, in the firf place, and in the /ulleff 
manner, to feel the effeéts of the curfe.—And AZjes, being 
charged with a commiffion to execute the vengeance on 
this people on/y, had no occafion to concern himfelf with any 
other. Juft as the fheriff of a county, demanding the body 
of a condemned malefactor, produces the dead warrant for 
his execution ; without intermeddling, or thinking himfelf 
under any neceffity to intermeddle with the other prifoners 
in the jail.’ 
Our author now proceeds to fhew, that the curfe was exe- 
cuted as well as pronounced ; after which he takes occafion to 
mention fome of the perfections of the facred writings, and 
concludes with exhorting the lady, to whom he writes, to 
cultivate an intimate familiarity with them: but the extracts 
we have already given, will enab!e our readers to form a pro- 
per judgment of the whole performance. R. 


annnnnAaanaenanaennnananna 





ART. xLtx. The [Yorks of Horace, with the Original 
Text. And riduzed to the natural order of conftruétion, 
with accents to regulate the right pronounciation, and a chfe 
and truly literal Englifh tranflation, rendering that author 
exceeding eafy and familiar to every reader. In a method 
never attempted before, for ihe ufe of all livers of that prince 
of lyrics#FV ol. I. Parti. xrzmo. 1s. 6d. Baldwin. 


EF fhall lay before our readers this autho:’s preface to 
_ bis performance, together with a fpecimen of the 
tranflation, and leave them to judge of it for themfelves. 
I'he preface is as follows. 
Vou. VIL. ts; ‘ This 
fi [3g Dr eet ° 


acquit the author of thefe letters from the charge of di/- 
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¢ This edition of Horace, we humbly hope, ftands faireft of 


¢. all others to anfwer both the poet’s ardent wifhes and prediéti- 
ons, and the end of all, who are defirous to underftand 


him in plain Englifb, with lefs than ordinary labour and 
fludy. The prince, the nobleman, and the gentleman, may, 
in this way and method, read that prince of jyrics with great 
eafe, expedition, and, perhaps, fome improvement too. 
Even the trade/man, and mechanic alfo, who in their youth 
have made any progrefs in the Latin tongue, may foon be 
acquainted with the language as well as fubject-matter of 
his writings, by frequent application to this /ittle book. Nay 
the young /chool-bey, without any other help, may learn to 
conftrue him with as much facility, as any other Roman 
poet of lefs note and difficulty. And that the book may be 
of more general ufe and fervice, we have made it of a port- 
able fize, fit to be a vade-mecum or pocket-book ; that all 
lovers and admirers of Horace, when, and where they are 
alone and at leifurc, may have fuch an agreeable compani- 
on, to delight them at home or abroad, to lodge or travel 
with them at pleafure. ‘Though, we hope, we have not mif- 
taken the fenfe and defign of the auther, yet we are very 
fenfible, that this tranflation, which was purpofely defigned 
to be very plain, low, fervilely following the original, and 
ftript of every refinement and ornament of the Angli/h lan- 
guage, needs an apology. We beg therefore, the reader 
will be pleafed rather to chufe more proper expreffions of his 
own, than cenfure ours, and, in order to make up the de- 
hciencies of this performance, have recourfe to two very 
eminent and Jearned editors of our author, dr. Zowers and 
mr. Francis, who will fully communicate, and plentifully 
diffyufe the true and genuine fpirit of Horace, and difplay all 
his beauties; the former, by his moft excellent poetic-pro/e 
verfion; and the latter, by the flow and harmony of his 
mealures. “Che other three volumes to complete the poet’s 
works in this method fhall foon follow, if this meets with 


the approbation of, and reafonable encouragement from, the 
: > 
public. 


ODE I. Book :1r. To Macenas. 


‘ 1. AMfecenas, defcended from grandfire kings, O both my 
patron and amiable ornament: there are whom it delights t) 
have colleCled olympic duft with the car; and the goal 
mift by the glowing wheels, and noble palm railes the 
lords of the earth to gods, 


‘ 2. This, 
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© 2. This, if a crowd of fickle Romans ftrive to raife him to 
three-fold honours; that, if he has laid up in his own gra- 
nary, whatever is fwept from the Libyan threfhing floors ; 
him rejoicing to cut his paternal lands with the hough, you 
never can move, for Attalus’s conditions, that being a fear- 
ful mariner, he cut the A4rtoan fea with a Cyprian vellel. 
¢ 3. The merchant, fearing the African wind ftruggling 
© with the /carian waves, praifes the quiet and plains of his 
© town: anon he refits his fhattered fhips, unteachable to bear 
* poverty. 

‘ s, There is, who defpifes neither cups of old maffic, nor 
© to wafte part of an entire day, ftretching his limbs now 


a 7 8 A A 


_© undgr the greeit arbutus, now at the calm head of a facred 
firdlen. 


‘ 5. Camps charm many, and the found of the trumpet 
© mixed with the clarion, and wars deteftable to mothers. 
© The hunter ftays in the cold air, unmindful of his tender 
© fpoufe; whether a hind is feen by the ftaunch hounds, or a 
© Marfian boar has broke the well-fpun toils. 

‘ 6. Ivies, the rewards of learned brows, mingle me with 
© the gods above; acool grove, and light choirs of nymphs 
“ with fatyrs diftinguifh me from the populace; if neither 
© Euterpe reftrains the pipes, nor Polybymnia refufes to tune 
* the Le/bian harp. But if you rank me with the lyric poets, 
© | thall ftrike the ftars with my towering top.” R 





Art. L. Index medicamentorum fimplicium triplex. A Carolo 
Alfton. Edinburgh, printed for Hamilton and Balfour. 
Sold by Wilfon, London; oétavo 2s. /ewed. 


HIS gentleman, who appears, from the preface, to have 

given lectures on the materia medica at Edinburgh, and 

may probably be a profeflor of fome branch of medicine 
there, (as Dr. Vhyit, in his effay on the virtues of time water,* 
terms him his friend and cojlegue,) gives us firft an alphabeti- 
cal catalogue of all medicinal fimples, with their fynonymous 
names in different writers. This was the more neceflary, 
as various botanilts have greatly multiplied the mames of 
plants ; which might otherwife perplex the botanical ftudenr. 
The officinal fimple medicines compofe the fecond cata- 
logue, beginning with foffils, and ending with fuch as are taken’ 
from the animal kingdom. Dr. A//fon acknowledges, that 


* Juft publithed, and of which we thall give an account in our next. 
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fome of thefe articles are feldom of ufe; particularly fome of the 
foffils, and rather kept in the fhops for parade than fervice; 
to which he applies what Horace obferves of the magnificent 
fuperfluity in the houfes of the great ; 


Exilis domus eff ubi non et multa fuperfunt. 


The laft and third lift clafles them according to their virtues, 
beginning alphabetically with abforbents, and ending with 
vulneraries. Here, it will be obvious, the fame article muft 
repeatedly recur under different titles. “Ihe work clofes with 
a brief account of the dofes of purging, and emetic fimple 
medicines, and the whole feems to be digefted and arranged 
with method and accuracy. . K 





ArT. Li. De principiis animalilus exercitationes Habita. A 
G. Battie, AZ. D. Collegii regii medicor. Lond. Socio. 4to. 
Pret. 1s. 6a. Whifton and White. : 


N our account of this learned phyfician’s three firft exer- 
citations on the animal principles, in the Review for Novem- 

ber 1751, we obferved, that the third was chiefly employed 
in fome conjeQtures on the difficult fubjeét of mufcular motion, 
in which he propofed his own conjeétures with a juft and 
"yee He proceeds, in the firft of thefe three, now 
publi to profecute the {ubject, by confidering, whether 
the mufcles are moved in confequence of a fpring, and principle 
of motion, exifting in their own texture and abftract fubftance; 
or in confequence “of their being excited by fome animal fluid 
derived into their nerves, veflels, and fibres. ‘This leads him 
to acitation of the feveral autoptical experiments made on 
living animals, by a ligature of the nerve, leading to the 
diaphragm of the fubject, or ‘of the crural nerve, artery, or 
vein. As the fuppreffion of motion in thefe parts is apparent- 
ly confequent on the ligatures, and efpecially on that of the 
nerve, (whence the neceffity of the nervous influence feems in- 
conteitable) the doctor fuggefts the probability of the fpring, 
or power, of the mufcular fibres being overcoine by the lateral 
preflure of the tumified nerve, artery, or vein, upon them, from 
the intercepted and diftending nervous, arterial, or venal fluid. 
With regard indeed to the fecretion and ufes of a nervous fluid, 
our author contents himfelf with refting them on the argu- 
ments of their patrons, neither affirming, nor rejecting, their 
exiltence : yet on a fuppofition of them, and their derivation 
into the nerves, and even of the mufcles becoming paralytic 
from 
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from an interruption of the courfe of the nervous fluid, and that 
they could not a&, but in confequence of fome derived power, 
or activity, he concludes thefe three exercitations with aver- 
ing, that neither the arteries, nor nerves, themfelves, are 
the material inftruments thro’ which that activity is derived ; 
fince the heart and other mufcles after death, when the 
fanguine circulation, and nervous fecretion are determined, 
continue their motions manifeftly for fome time. “ 
The latinity is generally elegant, and as pure as the fubjec 
will eafily admit; but on thefe public occafions, as we had 
formerly hinted, the anniverfary repetitions, on the fame 
fubject, neceflarily difpofe a leturer to {pin his matter out, 
and facrifice oftener to a pomp of ftyle, and euphony of ex- 
preffion and period, than to clofe and concife reafoning. 





= 


ArT. tit. The Rambler being finifhed, another periodical 
paper has appeared, called the Adventurer®™ It is printed 
after the manner of the Rambler, and fald alfo at Two-pence 
each number, publifhed on Tucfdays and Saturdays. We foall 
infert the following number, which is the 4th, as a fpectmen. 


O fpecies of writing affords fo general entertainment as 
the relation of events ; but all relations of events do not 
entertain in the fame degree. 

It is always neceflary, that fats fhould appear to be. pro- 
duced in a regular and conneéted feries, that they fhould follow 
in a quick fucceffion, and yet thit they fhould be delivered 
with difcriminating circumftances. If they have not a neceflary 
and apparent.conneétion, the ideas which they excite oblite- 
rate each other, and the mind is tantalized with an imperfect 
glimpfe of innumerable objeés that juft appear and vanith ; 
if they are too minutely related, they become tirefome; and 
if divetted of all their circumftances, infipid; for who that 
reads in a table of chronology or an index, that a city was 
{wallowed up by an earthquake, or a kingdom depopulated by a 
peftilence, finds either his attention engaged or his curiofity 
gratified, 

Thofe narratives are moft pleafing, which not only excite 
and gratify curiofity but engage the paffions. 

Hiftory is a relation of the moft natural and important 
events: hiftory, therefore, gratifies curiofity, butit does not 
often excite either terror or pity ; the mind feels not that teng 
dernefs for a falling ftate, which it feels for an injured beauty ; 
Mor is it fo much alarmed at the migration of barbarians who 
3 mark 
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mark their way with defolation, and fill the world with vio- 
lence and rapine, as at the fury of a hufband, who, deceived 
into jealoufy by falfe appearances, ftabs a faithful and affec- 
tionate wife kneeling at his feet and pleading to be heard. 

Voyages and travels have nearly the fame excellencies and 
the fame defects: no paffion is ftrongly excited except wonder; 
or if we feel arly emotion at the danger of the traveller, it is 
tranfient and languid, becaufe his charaéter is not rendered 
fufficiently inyportant ; he is rarely difcovered to have any ex- 
cellencies but daring curiofity; he is never the objeét of ad- 
miration, and feldom of eftecm. 

Biography would always engage the paffions, if it could 
fufficiently gratify curiofity: but there have been few amon 
the whole human fpecies, whofe lives would furnifh a fingle 
ady@pture ; I mean fuch a complication of circumftances, as 
hold the mind in an anxious yet pleafing fufpenfe, and gra- 
dually unfold in the produ€tion of fome unforefeen and impor- 
tant event ; much lefs fuch a feries of facts, as will perpetually 
vary the fcene, and gratify the fancy with new views of life. 

But nature is now exhaufted ; all her wonders have been 
accumulated, every recefs has been explored, deferts have been 
rraverfed, Alps climbed, and the fecrets of thedeep difclofed ; 
time has been compelledta reftore the empires and the heroes 
of antiquity ; al] have pafled in review ; yet fancy requires new 
gratifications, and curiofity is ftill unfatisfied. 

The refources of art yet remain; the fimple beauties of 
nature, if they cannot be multiplied, may be compounded, 
and an infinite variety produced, in which by the union of 
different graces both may be heightened, and the coalition of 
different powers may produce a proportionate effect. 

The epic poem at once gratifies curiofity and moves the 
paffions ; the events are various and important ; but it is not 
the fate ofa nation, but of the hero in which they terminate, 


and whatever concerns the hero engages the paffions; the dig- . 


nity of his chara&ter, his merit, and his importance, compel us 
to follow him with reverence and folicitude, to tremble when 
he is in danger, to weep when he fuffers, and to burn when he 
is wronged; with thefe viciffitudes of paffion every heart 
attends U/y/fes in his wanderings and Achilles to the field. 

Upon this occafion the old romance may be confidered as a 
kind of epic, fince it was intended to produce the fame effect 
upon the mind nearly by the fame means. 

In both thefe fpecies of writing truth is apparently violated : 
but though the events are -not always produced by probable 
means, yet the pleafure arifing trom the ftory is not much 
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leffened; for fancy is ftill captivated with variety, and paffion 
has fcarce leifure to reflect, that the is agitated with the fate of 
imaginary beings, and interefted in events that never happened. 

The Novel, though it bears a nearer refemblance to truth, 
has yet lefs power of entertainment; for as it is confined with- 
in the narrower bounds of probability, the number of incidents 
is neceflarily diminifhed, and if it deceives us more it furprizes 
uslefs. The diftrefs is indeed frequently tender, but the nar- 
rative often ftands ftill; the lovers compliment each other in 
tedious letters and fet {peeches, trivial circumftances are enu- 
merated with a minute exaétnefs, and the reader is wearied 
with languid defcriptions and impertinent declamation. 

But the moft extravagant and yet perhaps the moft gene- 
rally pleafing of all literary performances, are thofe in which 
fupernatural events are every moment produced by Genii and 
Fairies ; fuch are the Arabian Nights Entertainment, the Tales 
of the Countefs d’ Anois, and many others of the fame clafs. It may 
be thought ftrange, that the mind fhould with pleafure acquiefce 
in the open violation of the moft known and obvious truths 5 
and that relations which contradié all experience, and exhibit 
a feries of events that are not only impoffible but ridiculous, 
fhould be read by almoft every tafte and capacity with equal 
eagernefs and delight. But it is not perhaps the mere violation 
of truth or of probability that offends, but fuch a violation only 
as perpetually recurs. The mind is fatisfied, if every event 
appegis to have an adequate caufe; and when the agency of 
Geni'and Fairies is once admitted, no event which is deemed 
pofhible to fuch agents is rejected as incredible or abfurd; the 
action of the ftory proceeds with regularity, the perfons aét upon 
rational principles, and fuch events take place as may naturally 
be expected from the interpofition of fuperior intelligence and 
power: fo that though there is not a natural, there is at leaft 
a kind of moral probability preferved, and our firft con- 
ceffion is abundantly rewarded by the new fcenes to which we 
are admitted, and the unbounded profpeét that is thrown open 
before us, 

But though we attend with delight to the atchievements of 
a hero who is tranfported in a moment over half the globe 
upon a griffon, and fee with admiration a palace or a city 
vanifh upon his breaking a feal or extinguifhing a lamp: yet 
if at his firft interview with a miftrefs, for whofe fake he had 
fought fo many battles and paffed fo many regions, he fhould 
falute her with a box on the ear; or if immediately after he 
had vanquifhed a giant or a dragon, he fhould leap inta a 
well or tie himfelf up to a tree; we fhould be difappointed 
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and difgufted, the ftory would be condemned as improbable 
unnatural, and abfurd, our innate love of truth would be 
applauded, and we fhould expatiate on the folly of an attempt 
to pleafe reafonable beings, by a detail of events which can 
never be believed, and the intervention of agents which could 
never have exifted. 

Dramatic poetry, efpecially tragedy, feems to unite all that 
pleafes in each of thefe fpecies of writing, with a ftronger re- 
femblance of truth and a clofer imitation of nature: the cha- 
racters are fuch as excite attention and folicitude; the action 
is important, its progrefs is intricate yet natural, and the 
cataftrophe is fudden and ftriking; and as we are prefent to 
every tranfaction, the images are more ftrongly imprefled, and 
the paffions more forcibly moved. 

From a dramatic poem to thofe fhort pieces which may be 
contained in fuch a periodical paper as the Adventurer, is a 
bold tranfition. And yet fuch pieces, although formed upon 
a fingle incident, if that incident be fufficiently uncommon to 
gratify curiofity, and fufficiently interefting to engage the 
paffions, may afford an entertainment which, if it is not lafting, 
is yet of the higheft kind. Offuch, therefore, this paper will 
frequently confift: but it fhould be remembered, that it is 
much more difficult and laborious, to invent a ftory however 
fimple and however fhort, than to _recolkét topics of in- 
ftruction, or to remark the fcenes of life as they are fhifted be- 


fore us. G. 


ArT. Lit. Micromegas: A comic romance. Being a fevere 
Satire upon the philofophy, ignorance, and felf conceit of man- 
kind. Together w:th a detail of the Crujades ; and a new plan 
for the hiftory of the human mind. Tranflated from the French 
of M. de Voltaire® 1zmo. 3s. Wilfon and Durham. 





Oltaire’s chara&ter, as a writer, is fo well eftablifhed in 

the literary world, as to render it unneceflary for us to 

fay any thing in his praife. This volume of his now before 
us, confifts of three parts: the firft is a fhort comic romance, 
of forty pages; wherein he has pointed his fatire very fharply 
againft the vanity and ignorance of mankind: the fecond con- 
t.ins the hiftory of the Crufades: and the third, what he calls 
4 plan for a new hiftory of the human mind; which is only a 
brief abftract of modern hittory, wherein the manners of men, 
and the various revolutions of the human mind, are defcribed. 
We fhall, for the entertainment of our readers, prefent them 
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with fome extraéts from his romance, which is divided into 
feven chapters ; in the firft of which we have an account of a 
voyage to the planet Saturn, by a young gentleman of promifing 
parts, called Micromegas, an inhabitant of the ftar Sirius, whom, 
our author fays, he had the honour to. be acquainted with in 
his laft voyage to this our little ant-hill. After informing us, 
that the ftature of AZicromegas amounted to eight leagues in 
heighth, M. Voltaire tells us, that his underftanding was one 
of the beft cultivated he had ever known. ‘He is perfectly 
© well acquainted, fays he, with abundance of things, fome 
of which are of his own invention: for, when his age did 
not exceed two hundred and fifty years, he, according to the 
cuftom of his country, ftudied at the moft celebrated uni- 
verfity of the whole planet, and by the force of his genius, 
found out upwards of fifty propofitions of Euclid; having 
the advantage by more than eighteen of Blai/e Pa/chal, who 
(as we are told by his own fifter) demonftrated two and thirty 
for his amufement, and then left off; choofing rather to be 
an indifferent philofopher, than a great mathematician.— 
About the four hundred and fiftieth year of his age, or latter 
end of his childhood, he difle€&ted a great number of {mall 
infects, not more than one hundred feet in diameter, which 
are not perceivable by ordinary microfcopes, of which he 
compofed a very curious treatife, which involved him in 
fome trouble:. the mufti of the nation, though very old and 
very ignorant, made fhift to difcover in this book certain 
lemmas that were fufpicious, unfeemly, rafh, heretic, and 
unfound ; and profecuted him with great animofity: for the 
fubject of the author’s enquiry was, Whether in the worl 
of Sirius there was any difference between the fubftantial 
forms of a flea and a {nail ? 
© Micromegas defended his philofophy with fuch fpirit as 
made all the female fex his profelytes; and the law-fuit lafted 
two hundred and twenty years, at the end of which, in con- 
fequence of the mufti’s intereft, the book was condemned b 
judges who had never read it, and the auchor expelled from 
court for the term of eight hundred years.’ 
Micromegas, our author tells us, was not much affli&ed at 
his banifhment from a court that teemed with nothing but 
trifles, but fet out on his travels from planet to planet, in order 
to improve his mind and finifh his education. After various 
windings and turnings he arrived at the planet Saturn, where 
he contracted an intimate friendfhip with the fecretarv of the 
academy of Saturn; aman of good underftanding, who, though 
. he had invented nothing of his own, gave a very good account 
of 
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of the inventions of others, and enjoyed in peace the reputation 
of a little poet and great calculator. In the fecond chapter we 
have an account of a curious converfation that pafled between 
Micromegas and mr. fecretary, concerning the number of fenfes 
the people of Saturn enjoyed, the properties of matter in their 
world, and the number of fubftances effentially different from 
each other. After arguing together during a complete revolution 
of the fun, we are told that they refolved to fet out together on 
a {mall philofophical tour. 

They were juft ready to embark, our author tells us in his 
third chapter, for the atmofphere of Saturn, with a jolly provi- 
fion of mathematical inftruments, when the fecretary’s miftrefs, 
having got an inkling of their defign, came all in tears to 
make her remonftrances. ‘ She was, fays he, a little handfome 
* brunette, not above fix hundred and threefcore fathom high ; 
© but her agreeable attractions made amends for the fmallnefs 
© of her ftature. Ah! cruel man, faid fhe, after a refiftance 
of fifteen hundred years, when at length | furrendered, and 
fcarce have paffed two hundred more in thy embrace, to leave 
me thus, before the honey-moon is over, and go a rambling 
with a giant of another world! go, go, thou art a mere vir- 
tuofo, Fevoid of tendernefs and love' if thou wert a true 
Saturnian, thou wouldft be faithful and invariable. Ah! 
whither art thou going? What is thy defign? Our five 
moons are not fo inconftant, nor our ring fo changeable as 
thee! but, take this ‘along with you, henceforth I ne’er fhall 
love another man. ‘The little gentleman embraced and wept 
over her, notwithftanding his philofaphy ; and the lady, after 
having fwooned with great decency, went to confole herfelf 
with the converfation of a certain beau. 

‘ Mean while, our two virtuofi fet out, and at one jump 
leaped upon the ring, which they found pretty flat, accord- 
ing to the ingenious guefs of an illuftrious inhabitant of this 
our little earth: from thence they eafily flipped from moon 
to moon; and a comet chancing to pafs, they fprung upon 
it with all their fervants and apparatus. Thus carried about 
one hundred and fifty millions of leagues, they met with the 
fatellites of ‘fupiter, and arrived upon the body of the planet 
itfelf, where they continued a whole year; during which 
they learned fome very curious fecrets, which would aétually 
be fent to the prefs, were it not for fear of the gentlemen 
inquifitors, who have found among them fome corollaries 
very hard of digeftion —When they took leave of ‘Fupiter, 
they traverfed a fpace of about one hundred millions of 
¢ leagues, and coafting along the planet ars, which is well 
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¢ known to be five times fmaller than our little earth, they de- 

‘ {cried two moons fubfervient to that orb, which have efcaped_ 
‘ the obfervation of all our aftronomers. I know father Ca/fel 
‘ will write, and shat pleafantly enough, againft the exiftence 

‘ of thefe two moons; but I entirely refer myfelf to thofe who 
‘ reafon by analogy: thofe worthy philofophers are very fen- 
‘ fible, that Mars, which is at fuch a diftance from the fun, 
‘ muft be in a very uncomfortable fituation, without the be- 
‘ nefit of a couple of moons: be that as it may, our gentlemen 

‘ found the planet fo {mall, that they were afraid they fhould 

‘ not find room to take a little repofe; fo that they pusfued 

¢ their journey like two travellers who defpife the paultry ac- 

‘ commodation of a village, and pufh forward to the next 

‘ market town. But the Sirian and his companion foon re-. 
‘ pented of their delicacy ; for they journied a long time with- 

‘ out finding a refting place, till at length they difcerned a fmall 

¢ fpeck, which was earth. Coming from Jupiter, they could 

¢ not but be moved with compaffion at the fight of this miferable 

¢ fpot, upon which, however, they refolved to land, left they 

‘ fhould be a fecond time difappointed. They accordingly 

‘ moved towards the tail of the comet, where fading an au- 

* rora borealis ready to fet fail, they embarked, and arrived on 

¢ the northern coaft of the Baltic, on the fifth day of Fuly, 

© new ftile, in the year 1737.’ 

In the fourth chapter we have on account of what befel the 
two philofophers upon this our globe. ‘They were inclined to 
think, our author tells us, that there was no fuch thing as 
mind in this our habitation, when by the help of a microfcope 
they perceived fomething as large as a whale, floating upon the 
furface of the fea. ¢ It is well known, fays he, that at this 

period, a flight of philofophers were upon their return from 
the polar circle, where they had been making obfervations 
for which nobody has hitherto been the wifer. The gazettes 
record, that their veflel ran afhore on the coaft‘of Bo/nia, 
and that they with great difficulty faved their lives; but in 
this world one can never dive to the bottom of things: for 
my own part, I will ingenuoufly recount the tranfaétion jut 
as it happened, without any addition of my own; and this 
is no {mall effort in a modern hiftorian. 
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© Micromegas ftretched out hishand gently towards the place 
where the object appeared and advanced two fingers, which 
he inftantly pulled back, for fear of being difappointed ; then 
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opening foftly, and fhutting them all at once, he very dex. 
teroufly feized the fhip that contained thofe gentlemen, and 
placed it on his nail, avoiding too much preffure, which might 
have crufhed the whole in pieces. This, faid the Saturnian 
dwarf, is a creature very different from the former, (mean- 
ing a whale which they had caught before) upon which, the 
Sirian, placing the fuppofed animal in the hollow of his 
hand, ‘the paflengers and crew, who believed themfelves 
thrown by a hurricane upon fome rock, began to put 
themfelves in motion. The fatlors having hoifted ouf fome 
cafks of wine, jumped after them into the hand of Micromegas: 
the mathematicians, having fecured their quadrants, fectors, 
and Lapland miftrefles, went overboard at a different place, 
and made fuch a buftle in their defcent, that the Sirtan at 
length felt his fingers tickled by fomething that feemed to 
move. An iron crow chanced to penetrate about a foot deep 
into his forefinger, and from this prick he concluded, that 
fomething had iffued from the little animal he held in his 
hand ; but at firft, he fufpe&ted nothing more: for the mi- 
crofcope, that fcarce rendered a whale and a fhip vifible, had 
no effect upon an object fo imperceptible as man.—I do not 
intend to fhock the vanity of any perfon whatever ; but here 


] am ob!iced to beg your people of importance to confider, 
that fuppotine the ttature of a'man tobe about’ five feet, we 
moitais Make juli jaca a Agure upon the earth, as an animal 


the fixty thoufend part of a foot in heighth, would exhibit 
upon a bow] ten feet in circumference. When you refleét 
upon a being who could hold this whole earth in the palm of 
his hand, and is endued with organs proportioned to thofe 
we poliefs, you will eafily conceive, that there muft be a great 
variety of created fubftances,— and pray, what muft fuch 
beings think of thofe battles, by which a conqueror gains a 
fmall village, to lofe it again in the fequel? I do not at all 
doubt, but if fome captain of grenadiers fhould chance to 
read this work, he would add two large feet at leaft to the 
caps of his company; -but, | aflure him, his labour will be 
vain: for, do what he will, he and his foldiers will never 
be other than infinitely diminutive and inconfiderable. What 
wonderful addrefs muft have been inherent in our Szrian 
philofopher, that enabled him to perceive thofe atoms of 
which we have been fpeaking. When Lewwenhoek and Hart- 


focker obferved the firft rudiments of which we are formed, 


they did not make fuch an attonifhing difcovery. What 
pleafure therefore was the portion of Micromegas, in obferv- 
ing the motion of thofe little machines, in examining all 
3 * their 
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their pranks, and purfuing them in all their operations! with 
what joy did he put his microfcope into his companion’s 
hand; and with what tranfport did they both at once ex- 
claim, I fee them dittinétly, —do not you perceive them car- 
rying burthens, lying down, and rifing up again? So faying, 
their hands fhook with eagernefs to fee, and apprehenfion 
to lofe fuch uncommon objeéts.—The Saturnian making a 
fudden tranfition, from the moft cautious diftruft, to the moft 
exceffive credulity, imagined he faw them in the very work 
of propagation, and cried aloud, I have furprized nature in 
the very fact. Neverthelefs he was deceived by appearances ; 
a cafe too common, whether we do, or do not make ufe of 
microfcopes.’ | 

In the fixth chapter we have :* ccount of what happened 
to our philofophere in their inter 9.:fe with men. When they 
perceived that this puny race co.) communicate their ideas, 
our author tells us, that they were very impatient to enter into 
converfation with them, and tha: A%icromegas addrefled them 
in the following words: O ye tvifible infects, whom the hand 
of the creator hath dergned to produce in the aby/s of infintte hittle- 
nefs, I give praife to his goodnefs, in that he hath been pleafed to 
difclofe unto me thofe fecrets that fecmed to-be tmpenetrable, perhaps 
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the court of Sirius will not difdain to behold you with admiration : 
for my own part, I defpife no creature, and therefore offer you my 


protection. 





‘ If ever there was fuch a thing as aftonifhment, fays our’ 
author, it feized upon the people who heard this addrefs, and 
who could not conceive from whence it proceeded. The 
chaplain of the fhip repeated exorcifms, the failors fwore, 
and the philofophers formed afyflem: but, notwithftanding 
all their fyftems, they could not divine who the perfon was 
that fpoke tothem. Then the dwarf of Saturn, whofe voice 
was fofter than that of Adicromesas, cave them briefly to un- 
derftand, what {pecies of bein «bc. had todo with He 


acquainted w th the rank and quality of monfieur AZicromegas; 
and after having pitied their fmal’nefs, afked if they had al- 
ways been in that miferable {tate, fo near a-kin to annihila- 
tion, and what their bufinefs was upon that globe which 
feemed to be the property of whales; he alfo defired.to know 
if they were happy in their fituation, if they propagated their 
fpecies, if they were infpired with fouls; and put a hundred 
queftions more of the like nature. 

* Acertain mathematician on board, more courageous than 
the reft, and fhocked te hear his foul called in queftion, 
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* planted his quadrant, and having taken two obfervations of 
* this interlocutor, You believe then, mr. What d’ye callum, 
* faid he, that becaufe you meafure from head to foot a thou- 
‘ fand fathoms—A thoufand fathoms! cried the dwarf, good 
¢ heaven! how fhould he know the height of my ftature? A 
¢ thoufand fathoms! my very dimenfions to an hair. What, 
© meafured by a mite! this atom forfooth is a geometrician, 
¢ and knows exactly how tall 1am: while I, who can fecarce 
‘ perceive him through a microfcope, am utterly ignorant of 
¢ his extent! Yes, I have taken your meafure, an{wered the 
¢ philofopher, and I will now do the fame by your, tall com- 
¢ panion. The propofal was embraced ; his excellency laid _ 
© himfelf alonz: for, had he ftood upright, his head would 
cs 

w 

4 

< 

. 





have reached too far above the clouds. Our mathematicians 
planted a tall tree in a certain part of him, which dr. Swift 
would have mentioned without hefitation, but which I for- 
bear to call by its name, out of my inviolable refpect for the 
ladies; then, by a feries of triangles joined together, they 
difcovered that the object of their obfervation was a ftrapping 
youth, exactly one hundred and twenty thoufand royal feet 
in length. 

< In confequence of this calculation, Micromegas uttered 
¢ thefe words: lam now more than ever convinced, that we 
* ought to judge of nothing by its external magnitude. O 
© God! who haft beftowed underftanding upon fuch feemingly 
© contemptible fubftances, thou canft with equal eafe produce 
¢ that which is infinitely fmall, as that which ts incredibly 
* great: and if it be poffible, that among thy works there are 
‘© beings ftill more diminutive than thefe, they may, neverthe- 
“ lefs, be endowed with underftanding fuperior to the intel- 
‘ ligence of thofe ftupendous animals | have feen in heaven, a 
‘ fingle foot of whom is larger than this whole globe on which 
‘ I have alighted.----One of the philofophers bid him be aflur- 
‘ ed, that there were intelligent beings much {maller than man, 
¢ and recounted not only /zrgil’s whole fable of the bees, but 
© alfo defcribed all that Savuammerdam hath difcovered, and Reau- 
© mur dillected. In a word, he informed him, that there are 
‘ animals which bear the fame proportion to bees, which bees 
© bear to man; the fame as the Sirian himfelf was to thofe vait 
¢ beings whom he had mentioned ; and as thofe huge animals 
* were to other fubftances, before whom they would appear 
* as fo many particles of duft. Here the converfation be- 
* came very interefling, and Adicromegas proceeded in theie 
© words, 
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CHAP. VII. 


© O ye intelligent atoms, in whom the fupreme being hath 
been pleafed to manifeft his omnifcience and power, without 
all doubt your joys on this earth muft be pure and exquilite : 
for being unincumbered with matter, and to all appearance 
little elfe than foul, you muft fpend your lives in the delights 
of love and reflection, which are the true enjoyments of a 
perfect fpirit. ‘True happinefs I have no where found; but 
certainly here it dwells.—At this harangue all the philofo- 
phers fhook their heads, and one among the reft, more can- 
did than his brethern, frankly owned, that, excepting a very 
{mall number of inhabitants who were very little efteemed by 
their fellows, all the reft werea parcel of knaves, fools, and 
miferable wretches. We have matter enough, faid he, to 
do abundance of mifchief, if mifchief comes of matter; and 
too much underftanding, if evil flows from underftanding : 

ou muft know, for example, that this very moment, while 
i am fpeaking, there are one hundred thoufand animals of our 
{fpecies, covered with hats, flaying an equal number of fellow- 
creatures who wear turbans ; at leaft, they are either flaying 
or flain: and this hath been nearly the cafe, all over the earth, 
from time immemorial.—The Sirian fhuddering at: this in- 
formation, begged to know the caufe of thofe horrible quar- 
rels among fuch a puny race; and was given to underftand, 
that the fubje& of the difpute was fome pitiful mole-hill, no 
bigger than his heel: not that any one of thofe millions who 
cut one another’s threats, pretends to have the leaft claim to 
the fmalleft particle of the clod; the queftion is, to know 
whether it fhall belong to a certain perfon, who is known b 
the name of fultan ; or to another, whom (for what reafon I 
know not) they dignify with the appellation of Cefar. Nei- 
ther one nor tother has ever feen, or ever will fee, the piti- 
ful corner in queftion ; and fcarce one of thofe wretches who 
facrifice one another, hath ever beheld the animal on whofe 
account they are mutually facrificed. 

‘ Ab, mifcreants! cried the indignant Sirian, fuch excefs of 
defperate rage is beyond conception. I have a good mind to 
take two or three fteps, and trample the whole neft of fuch 
ridiculous affaffins under my feet.—Do not give yourfelf the 
trouble, replied the philofopher, they are induftrious enough 
in procuring their own deftruction. At the end of ten years 
the hundredth part of thefe wretches will be no more: for 


you muft know, that though they fhould not draw a {word 
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in the caufe they have efpoufed, famine, fatigue, and intem- 
perance would {weep almoft all of them frot the face of the 
earth. Befides, the punifhment fhould not be infliéted on 
them, but upon thofe fedentary and flothful barbarians, who 


from their clofe-ftools give orders for murdering a million of 


men, and then folemnly thank God for their fuccefs. 


‘ Our traveller, moved with compaffion for the little hu- 
mane race, in which he difcovered {uch aftonifhing contrafts, © 


fince you are of the {mall number of the wife, faid he, and 
in all likelihood do not engage yourfelves in the trade of 


murder for hire, be fo good as tell me what is your occupa-_ 


tion? We anatomize flies, replied the philofopher, we mea- 


fure lines, we make calculations, we agree upon two or three 
points which we underftand, and difpute upon two or three 


thoufand that are beyond our comprehenfion. --Then the 


ftrangers being feized with the whim of interrogating thofe 


thinking atoms, upon the fubjects about which they were 


agreed, “How far, faid the Sirian; do you reckon the diftance 


between the great ftar of the conftellation Gemini, and that 


called Caniculus? To this queftion all of them anfwered 


with one voice, thirty-two degrees and an half. And what 


is the diftance from hence to the moon? Sixty femi-diame- 


ters of the earth. He then thought to puzzle them by atk- 
ing the weight of the air; but they anfwered diftin@ly, that 


common air is about nine hundred times fpeciftcally lighter, 


than an equal column of the lighte{t water, and nineteen 
hundred times lighter than current gold. The little dwarf 
of Saturn, aftonifhed at their anfwers, was now tempted to 


believe thofe very people forcerers, whom but a quarter 
of an hour before he would not allow to be infpired 


with fouls. 

© Well, faid Micromegas, fince you know fo well what is 
without you, doubtlefs you are ftill more perfectly acquaint- 
ed with that which is within ; ; tell me what is the foul, and 
how your ideas are framed? Here the philofophers fpoke 
all together, as before ; but. each was of a different opinion: 
the eldeft quoted Ari/fotle; another pronounced the name of 
Defcartes ; athird mentioned Malbranche ; a fourth, Leibnitz ; ; 
and a fifth, Locke: an old peripatecian lifting up his voice, 
exclaimed with an air of confidence, the foul is perfection 
and reafon, having power to be fuch as it is; as Ari/fotle ex- 
prefly declares, page 633, of the Louvre edition, 
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I am not very well verfed in Greek, faid the giant: nor I 
neither, replied the philofophical mite. Why then do you 
quote that fame Jvijtotle in Greet? refumed the Sirtan: be- 
caufe, anfwered the other, it is but reafonable we fhould 
quote what we do not comprehend, in a language we do not 


' underftand., 
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‘ Here the Cartefian interpofing, the foul, faid he, is a pure 
fpirit or intelligence, which hath received in the mother’s 
womb all the metaphyfical ideas ; but upori leaving that pri- 
fon, is obliged to go to fchool, and learn anew that know- 
ledge which it hath loft, and will never more attain. So it 
was neceflary, replied the animal of eight leagues, that thy 
foul fhould be learned in thy mother’s womb, in order to 
be fo ignorant when thou haft got a beard upon thy chin : 
but what doft thou underftand by fpirit? To what purpofe 
afk me that queftion, faid the philofopher, I have no idea of 
it: indeed it is fuppofed to be immaterial. At leaft thou 
knoweft what matter is? refumed the Siriam. Perfectly 
well, anfwered the other. For example: that ftone is grey, 
is of a certain figure, has three dimenfions, fpecific weight, 
and divifibility. Right, faid the giant, I want to know what 
that object is, which, according to thy obfervation, hath a 
grey colour, weight, and divifibility: thou feeft a few qua- 
lities, but doft thou know the nature of the thing itfelf ? 
Not I, truly, anfwered the Cartefan. Upon which the other 
told him, he did not know what nature was. Then addrefl+ 
ing himfelf to another fage who ftood upon his thumb, he 
afked, what is the foul? and what are her functions? No- 
thing at all, replied this difciple of MZallebranche, God hath 
made every thing for my convenience; in him I fee every 
thing; by himI aé&; he is the univerfal agent, and I never 
meddle in his work. ‘That is being a nonentity indeed, faid 
the Sirian fage; who turning to a follower of Leibnitz, 
Hark ye, friend, what is thy opinion of the foul? In my 
opinion, anfwered this metaphyfician, the foul is the hand 
that points at the hour, while my body does the office of a 
clock; or, if you pleafe, the foul is the clock, and the body 
is the pointer; or again, my foul is the mirror of the uni- 
verfe, and my body the frame. All this is clear and uncon- 
trovertible. 

* Alittle partizan of Locke, who chanced to be prefent, be- 
ing afked his opinion on the fame fubje&; I do not know, 
aid he, by what power I think: but well I know, that I 
fhould never have thought without the affiftance of my fenfes : 


that there are immaterial and intelligent fubftances, I do not 
Vor. VII. Cc at 





















386 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


at all doubt; but that it is impoffible for God to communi- 
* cate the faculty of thinking to matter, I doubt very much. 
¢ I revere the eternal power, to which it would ill become me 
© to prefcribe bounds: I affirm nothing, and am contented 
© to believe, that many more things are poffible than are ufuall 
© thought fo. The Sirian fmiled at this declaration, and did 
¢ not look upon the author as the leaft fagacious of the com- 
¢ pany: and as for the dwarf of Satura, he would have em- 
¢ braced this adherent of Locke, had it not been for the ex- 
“ treme difproportion in their different fizes. But, unluckily, 

there was another animalcule in a fquare cap, who taking the 
word from all his philofophical brethern, affirmed that he | 
knew the whole fecret, which was contained in the abridge- 
ment of St. Zhcmas: he furveyed the two celeftial ftrangers 
from top to toe, and maintained to their faces, that their 
perfons, their fafhions, their funs, and their ftars were created 
folely for the ufe of man. At this wild affertion our two 
travellers let themlelves tumble topfy-turvy, being feized with 
a fit of that inextinguifhable laughter, which (according to 
Homer) is the portion of the immortal Gods; their bellies 
quivered, their fhoulders rofe and fell, and, during thefe con- 
vulfions, the veflel fell from the Siriant! § sail: into the Satur. 
nian’s pocket, where thefe worthy people fearched for ita 
long time with great diligence. Atlength, having found the 
fhip, and fet every thing to rights again, the Sirian refumed 
the difcourfe with thofe diminutive mites, promifed to.com- 

pofe for them a choice book of philofophy, which would 
eet them abundance of admirable fciences, and demon- 
ftrate the very eflence of things. Accordingly, before his 
departure, he made them a prefent of the book, which was 
brought to the academy of fciences at Paris ; but when the 
old fecretary came to open it, he faw nothing but blank 
¢ paper, upon which, Ay, ay, faid he, this is juft what I 
© fufpected.’ 

Thus have we given our readers a full view of this romance, 
and fhall leave them to judge for themfelves, both of it and 
the tranflation, without making any reflections on either. 
With regard to the hiftory of the Crufades, the whole of it 
has been already retailed in a magazine ; and the plan for 
a new hiftory of the human mind, is written with a 


good deal of judgment, but is of fuch a nature as not to ad- 
mit of any extracts, R 
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Art. xLv. A treatife on the nature and properties of fire 
In three effays: 1. Shewing the caufe of vitality and muf- 
cular motion; with many other phenomena. 2. On eleéiri- 
city. 3. Shewing the mechanical caufe of magneti/m; and 
why the compafs varies in the manner it does. By John 
Freke, furgeon to St. Bartholomew’s hopital, London, and 
F.R.S. 8vo. 3s. 6d. Innys. 


HE author has introduced the eflays before us with a let- 

ter which he tells us he received in favour of his treatife 

of ele@tricity, and which be has publifhed to gratify the reader, 

from its eloquence, and alfo to inform his judgment. As our 

readers will doubtlefs be glad to fee a fpecimen of fo remark- 

able a letter, we fhall gratify them with the following extract 
from it: . 

‘ Should this fyftem, fays the letter-writehs (that of elementary 
¢ fire) not be a dream, the component parts of the world will be 
‘ fimplified and reduced into the two primary elements of 
‘ matter the body, and fire the foul, of the world, or that 
vivifying fpirit, the neceflity of which, to nature, was per- 
ceived only in glimpfes by the great Sir J/aac Newton, who 
fought for it in a nitrous falt; furely with lefs probability 
than in fire, the nature of which he appears grievoufly to 
have miftaken. 

‘ The fluidity of fome bodies, water, for inftance, feems 
to receive this property from the elementary fire; and, 
when adventitious heat is fuperadded to that medium of it 
in the ftate of water, it rarifies, and, expanding into a 
fteam, receives the impreffion of afpiration from that fu- 
perior element, as other materials which afcend by the fame 
rule in fmoke, not by their being, as is commonly imagined, » 
fpecifically lighter than the air,but involved and carried away 
by the action of the fire, which lofes that power over thofe 
particles of matter, as foon as reforbed into the ocean of that 
element from which it had been colleéted, and forced into 
a ftate of ignition. Deplete any given container, for ex- 
ample, the pneumatic engine, to a certain degree of its 
contents of this fluid ; it is not all the weight of the incum- 
bent atmofpherethat will cruth it to pieces; but theextraction 
of the intermediate equable expanfive prop, leaving to the 
outward impulfion of matter its full energy,by which the co/- 
laption takes place, andthe materials ruth into contaét for 
want of this feparating principle, What is fuétion too, but- 
attraction ?? | 
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The above fpecimen, we prefume, will fyfficiently fhew 


haw great an adept the letter- writer is in the modern philofophy. 
How.could he aflert that by this fvftem the elements ta 
be fmplified ? (an elegant term!) Has he forgot, or rather has 
he never heard, that according to the Newtonian doétrine, one 
fort of matter only makes the fubftance of all the infinite va- 


. 
‘ 
6 
+ 
6 
6 
+ 


riety of bodies we behold? ‘It feems probable to me, fays 


the immortal Newton, that God in the beginning formed 
matter in folid, mafly, hard, impenetrable, moving par- 
ticles, of fuch fizes and figures, and with fuch other pro- 
perties, and in fuch proportion to fpace, as moft conduced 
to the end for which he formed them.—Now by virtue of 
certain active principles or powers, all material things feem 
to have been compofed of the above-mentioned particles, 
varioufly aflociated in the firft creation, by the council of 
an intelligent artift.” Any farther remarks on this letter 


will, we dare fay, be needlefs, we fhall therefore proceed to 
the work itfelf. 


Mr. Freke, in the firft eflay, where he treats of the na- 


ture and property of fire, aflerts, in the firft place, that fire 


iS 


the principal and firft caufe of activity and motion, and 


that this element alone is fubtile and a€tive enough, not only 
to create motion, but to produce life throughout all nature, 
as-well in animals as in vegetables and minerals. Before the 
author enters on his proofs of the above propofition, he gives 
us the opinions of Boerhaave and the bifhop of Cisne, con- 
cerning the element of fire. Having obferved that Boerhaave, 
in hischemiftry, p. 226. afferts, ‘ that fire exifts in all places, 


. 
6 
. 


and in all bodies ;’ he adds, ‘in this I agree with him; 
but how he came to think fo, without having proved it by 
electricity, is wonderful to me; for herein he contradiéts 
himfelt.”, How Boerhaave came to think that fire exifts in 


all places, and in all bodies, will ceafe to be a wonder, if the 
seader confults the place referred to; but to fave him that 
trouble, we fhall infert the paflage. * If, fays Boerhaave, 


. 


6 
‘ 
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in the hotteft day of fummer, or the coldeit of winter, 
you apply the moft fenfible thermometer toa glafs, in which 
there is a Toricellian vacuum, where one might poffibly 
fufpeét there was nothing but mere fire, and at the fame 
time apply the fame inttrument to gold, which is the moft 
folid body we are acquainted with, you will find the degrees 
of heat and cold perfectly alike in both, ifthey have both re- 
mained long enough tn an air, which in the mean time has 
neither been hotter nor colder. In frofty weather I ex- 
amined the Toricellian vacuum, that of Boyle, air, pure al- 
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© cohol, exprefled oils, water, lixiviums of various falts, 
¢ fpirits drawn from falts by diftillation, mercury, feathers, _ 
* filings of metals, fand and lime, after they had been ex- 
© pofed to the cold air, and found the degrees of heat and 
© cold perfectly alike in all, without the leaft difference.’ 
From whence it appears, that Boerhaave had made a great 
number of experiments to convince himfelf that fire refided 
in all bodies, and therefore it is no wonder how he came to 
think fo. 

But let us fee what proofs the author brings to eftablifh the 
propofition he has laid down, viz. that the great caufe of 
motion and life thro’ all nature proceeds from an elementery 
fire. In order to this, he fuppofes that the whole world is a 
regular machine. * Now, fays he, as this great machine 
‘ will require fome conftant, active, and very powerful prin- 
* ciple, which is conftituted by God Almighty, to keep thefe 
© heavenly bodies in their feveral performances, and at the 
* fame time give life and increafe to the feveral inhabitants 
© of the earth ; 

* I'll undertake to prove, that the fun will, of neceffity, 
perform it, as it will be found fufficient for that purpofe : 
for as the heart of every animal is the engine, which durin 
its life circulates the whole mafs of blood, fo I will thew 
that the fun is the cor mundi, whofe office it is to difpenfe its 
fire to every thing that ftands in need of it.’ 

Mr. Freke then proceeds to fhow, * that the fun is not 
only a conftant remitter of fire to this earth, but the 
fountain and only fource of all the fire in the univerfe. That 
fire is an element not capable of any alteration, increafe, 
or diminution.—T hat light is fire.’— 

‘ We can, fays the author, obferve throughout all nature, 
that a continued motion and agitation are neceflary to every 
being in the univerfe, in order to refrefh it, and repair its 
decays ; as by giving refpiration to all animals, they receive - 
frefh air, which plainly leaves its fire behind, to be con- 
veyed over the whole body, in order to give it the warmth 
and comfort it enjoys; for nothing in nature can have any 
warmth, but what proceeds from fire only: the ation of 
the lungs is not fufficient to keep the whole frame in con- 
{tant motion, but theheart isalfo ordainedto millup, anddrive 
about the blood thro’ the whole microcofm 3 which blood,tho’ 
it be ever paffing thro’ the heart, as the engine, yet the heart 
* has no more of the nature of the blood in it, than any other 
* part of the body, which receives its common nourifhment 
Cc 3 ‘ from 
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from the blood; nor has the heart any more power to ge- 
« nerate or create blood, than any other part of the body. 

‘ In like manner, I look upon the fun to be the cor mundi, 
* or the engine whole office it is to be ever remitting to ever 
‘ thing in nature this reviving, penetrating, and all- chearing 
fluid fire.’——— 
© Iam now to fhew, that the fame fire, which is — 
fal in nature, is demonftrably the fame which ~—_ i 
to all creatures on this earth: fuppofe any creature : 
a cat is fuppofed to be endued with as ftrong a sedpoitin of 
life as any other animal; fuppofe a cat was placed with a 
lighted candle, or any sales portion of fire, in a certain 
fpace of common air, and you will find, that the life of 
the candle, and that of the cat, equally depended on the 
exiftence of the fire in the air univerfally difperfed. 
© This experiment may betried, by putting the candle, or 
fome fire, with the animal into a cold oven, the door of 
which may be fhut up and luted foclofe, that no more air 
can be admitted than was there at firft; and if a glafs was 
fixed with fome putty into it, the obferver may perceive 
that each fubfifted, by the fire before mentioned, appertain- 
ing to the air in the oven, which before was in common with 
that in the room to which the oven belonged. 
© Now if it be found, thatas foon asthe candle, or fire is 
© extin&t, the cat that inftant dies, what man, let him be ever 
‘ fo much prejudiced, can deny, that they were fubfifted by 
® the fame element? And it is a known fatt, that if, inftead 
© of the animal, you add another candle, they will remain 
© lighted juft as long, and no longer, as when the candle and 
“ cat were there together. 

¢ And here it may be objected to me, from what I have 
© before faid, that fire pafles through all things in nature, with 
* the oreateft freedom ; fo, may it not be atked, why the door, 
(which, being made of wood, is a creation of nature) will 
¢ not admit the fire to pafs through it? I anfwer, it will be 
© neceflary to confider how far it may be allowed to remain 
effentially in nature. 
* To confider any thing as being in nature, is, in my 
fenfe, as being capable of expanfion or growth: to which 
purpofe it may not be amifs to quote a fignificant adage 5 
* which is this, Quidquid recipitur, recipitur ad modum rect 
‘ pientis.” This is all the anfwer the author has given to the 
objection, which certainly deferved a more explicit one, it 
being alone fufficient to deftroy his whole hypothefis. 
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Eor if the animal, inftead of an oven, be put into a glafs 
receiver, and the mouth of it clofely ftopped, the animal, 
after a fhort interval, will die. Now this cannot be owing 
to a want of fire; becaufe the light, which, according to 
our author, is fire, freely pervades the pores of the glafs, and 
therefore the death of the animal muft be owing to fome other 
caufe ; and, confequently, this experiment is fo far from 
eftablithing mr. Freke’s propofition, that it entirely over- 
throws it. ; 

That the air contains a quality which renders it falutary, 
is paft difpute ; but that this is not fire, is demonftrable from 
the above experiment. Some will have this vivifying princt- 
ple to be its elafticity, and others the univerfal acid, which, 
they affert, is diftributed in a certain proportion, thro’ the 
whole atmofphere. ; 

The fecond eflay, that on e/eé?ricity, was firft publifhed in 
the year 1745, and therefore it would be fuperfluous for us at 
this time to give any extracts from it: but we cannot help 
taking notice of what he fays in p. 29 of his firft effay. 

‘ As I am now fure, fays he, I have abfolutely and com- 
pletely fhown the whole nature of this phcenomenon [that 
of ele&tricity]; which, at firft, I offered with as much dif- 
fidence as I ought ; Iam become fo bold as to aflert it from 
many undeniable proofs: and, as o-body has dered to con- 
tradict any of my conjectures about it, fo I dare fay they ne- 
ver will.’ 

Can this author be ignorant, that, foon after his pamphlet 
on electricity was publifhed, mr. Martin wrote a confutation 
of it? Mr. Martin’s piece was entitled, 4 fupplement : contain- 
ing remarks on arhapfody of adventures of a modern knight-errant 
in philofophy. . 

In the third eflay, which treats of the caufes of magnetifm, 
the author endeavours to fhow, that the various phoenomena 
of the magnet are caufed by the fire pafling from and to the 
fun. In order to this, he fuppofes, that the fire emitted from 
the fun circulates round the earth, and that its influence -is 
from fouth to north; * and this, favs he, the power of mag- 
* netifm will help to evince: for all bars of iron which ftand 
* upright, and are in a direction towards the north, if they 
‘ keep this fituation for any length of time, become magneti- 
‘ cal, by partaking of a ttream of magnetic force; which 
* proves it muft be ever flowing in that direétion.’ 

But here a difficulty naturally prefents itfelf with regard to 
the pofition of the iron: for if, in our latitude, it be placed 


C 4 perpendicular 
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perpendicular to the horizon, which is certainly implied by the 
word upright, how can it have a direction towards the north? 
Its upper end will point direétly towards the zenith, and_there- 
fore the arch of the meridian intercepted between it and the 
north pole, will be equal to 38 deg. 28 min. the complement of 
the latitude. Experience indeed has fhewn us, that a bar of 
iron, ftanding a long time in a perpendicular direétion to the 
horizon, will become magnetical; yet this is fo far from 
proving, that it tends to overthrow, the hypothefis of our au- 
‘thor ; for if the fire from the fun flows from fouth to north, 
the bar, in order to be impregnated with this virtue, fhould 
be placed parallel to its cire€tion, and not perpendicular to the 
horizon. 

Mr. Freke next proceeds to fhew the method of making 
artificial magnets ; and then endeavours to prove, that the fire 
of the fun paffes from foutb to north, and that the operations 
from fire ee only on the mode of receiving it. 

¢-From hence} continues he, it will appear, that a bar of 
fteel is 2s full of fire as a flint is; but the fire which it 
abounds with, pervades it from art, at all points, and only 
keeps its fullen ftation, as in a flint, till fome accident produces 
it. But as we find the nature of this fire is ever to be ac- 
tive and bufy, where it is in a condition for it to be fo, let 
us confider the different ftate in a magnetical bar of fteel, 
and in one of the fame fize in which it had entered at all 
points in the magnetical bar, as in the knot, or pundétum 
faliens of the elder, it is invited, caufing it to be made free 
for its paffage through it, to the next earneft receiver.--< 
¢ Now, when a bar of fteel is become as penetrable by art 
for this fire to flow thro’ as freely, as you may blow thro’ a 
cane, or as you fee water flow at a mill-tail, if any iron 
comes near it, will fhew its readinefs to drink it in as greedily 
as every thing in nature is difpofed to do on other occafions : 
and from thence we may account for the cohefion (we fup- 
pofe he means the attracting power of cohefion) of the giver 
to the receiver.’ 

In order to explain how the natural magnet acquires its 
power, ‘ It fhould, fays he, be remembered, that all mine- 
* rals, as well as vegetables, are ever penetrated, and circu- 
lated thro’ by this fre ; and therefore the caufe why a mag- 
net becomes fo, is from mere accident; that is, from this 
fre having accidentally ftrayed fo long in one direétion 
northward, thro’ fome bed of iron ore, till fome of it be- 
comes endued with this degree of magnetic power ; for in a 
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¢ large magnet it is found frequently, that.ailittle portion, of 
‘ it, here and there, will be faund perfeétly ftrong, and 
‘ their next neigebouring parts will partake of none of jit.’ 
Buch is the hypothefis our author has given us, in order 
to account for the caufe of magnetifm: but this, inftead of 
being confonant to, is directly oppofite to almoft every phx- 
nomenon. If a load{tone be laid on a fheet of white paper, 
and fmall fteel filings ftrewed round it, the {mall particles 
will be affected by the effluvia of the ftone, and fo pofited, 
as to fhew the courfe and direGtion of the magnetic particles 
on every part. ‘Thus, in the middle of each pole, it appears 
to go nearly ftrait on ; towards. the fides it proceeds in lines 
more and more curved, till at laft the curve-lines from both 
poles exactly meeting, and coinciding, form numberlefs curves 
on each fide, nearly of a circular figure. From,whence it 
appears, that the magnetic virtue emitted from one pole cir- 
culates to, and enters, the other; which is far from being 
agreeable to the fyftem of our author. But the dipping-needle 
entirely overthrows his hypochefis: for as this needle, when 
impregnated with the magnetic virtue, will dip below the ho- 
rizon, or be directed on the touched part to a point below the 
earth’s furface; it is evident that the caufe muft be fome- 
where in the earth, and, confequently, cannot refult from a 
motion of the fun’s fire from fouth to north. 

The author next endeavours to account for the variation of 
the magnetic needle; but in fo confufed and unintelligible a 
manner, that it is almoft impoffible to apprehend his meaning. 
© If vou, fays he, are nigh to either of the tropics, or under the 
‘ meridian line, the point of the needle will be exactly to the 
€ north; fothatthe variations arifing from thencewill not proceed 
‘ from that place pointed to, but that pointed from.’ And after- 
wards he tells us, that the meridian line and two tropics divide the 


globe into three parts.—W hat he means by the meridian line, is 
‘not eafy to conceive: every tyro in geography knows, that 


the meridians are infinite in number ; that every place has its 
meridian ; and confequently, if you are under the tropics, or 


-not, you will be under a meridian line. Perhaps, in{ftead of 


meridian line, it fhould have been equinoétial. But, be this 
as it will, the whole is contradi€ted by experience. 

We fhall conclude this article with remarking, that 
before the author endeavours to account for the variation of 
the needle, he tells us that he knows of none who have ex- 
plained the caufe of this phenomenon. It is furprifing that 
be never heard of the famous hypothefis of the fagacious dr. 
Halley, 
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Halley, inferted in the philofophical tranfa&tions, No. 148. 
as moft of the modern writers in natural philofophy have ) 


mentioned it. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


ment of lieut. Morgan ‘Fones. 8vo. 6d. Marfhall, 

Mr. Morgan ‘fones complains here of the ill ufage of his 
wife and her friends, who, for fome time, procured his con- 
finement, with the ufual confequent treatment and difcipline, 
under the fuppofition of /unacy. Whether they herein behaveu 
as real friends or enemies to this unhappy gentleman, we are 
not with certainty informed. 

II. Whipping rods for trifling, /curbill {criblers, as mr. F--t 
on tafte, Spectorhill his late pamphlet and papers, his Theo- 
phraftus’s hiftory of ftones and gems, with his other principal 
performances. 8vo. 13. Cooper. 

The vanity and egotifm of dr. Av//, together with the 
freedom with which he has treated feveral of his cotempo- 
rary writers, has made it a fort of fafhion for the little fcrib- 
lers of the age to attack him, efpecially thofe who have hap- 
pened to fall under the correction of his pen. Of the num- 
ber of thefe is the author of the pamphlet now before us ; 
who appears to be the perfort that feveral months ago, obliged 
the public with a differtation upon Oriuna, &c. (fee Review, 
vol. V. p.75.) who was humoroufly expofed by Mr. Foot in 
his dramatic fatire entitled Jaffe. (fee alfo the Review for 
‘Fanuary laft.) ‘This writer has alfo been frequently lafhed by 
the author of the Infpeétor, on a fuppofition of his having 
previoufly abufed the dr. in feveral fcurrilous pamphlets and 
advertifements : a charge which he now would endeavour to 
refute, but he rather confirms it, by a repetition of the fame 
low and dirty abufe. Our readers may guefs at his genius, by 
his wretched punning in the title of his pamphlet, as above. 
We have elfewhere obferved, that dr. Hi//, with all his inge- 
nuity, very frequently deferves the fevereft chaftifement of true 
criticifm, and that we have fo good an opinion of his can- 
dour, 2s to think he would profit by it ; but the aukward 
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I, A True and particular account of the barbarous treat- 
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cenfure of fuch unhappy pretenders to authorfhip as this pun- 
fter, can only ferve to feed that vanity they charge him with, 
by proving how much they can write below him. 

Ill. Mrs: Hannah Halliday’s \etter to Fohn Maddox, fq; 
one of his majefty’s juftices of the peace for the county o! 
Somerfet. Being a calm remontftrance with the faid “Fo/x 
Maddox, concerning a perfecution lately carried on under the 
form of law, againft her the faid Hannah Halhday, © 
Taylor, Sarah Seagram, and their brethren, on account 
their aflembling together to worfhip God, agreeable to 
di€tates of their own confciences, &c. 8vo. 18. Grif 

The foundation of this pamphlet is briefly as fo. 
cording to mrs. Halliday’s account.— Some tme belo: 
chaelmas, 1751, the good women mentioned in the tit'c | 
were aflémbled together, with others of the fame periu » 
at a houfe in Frome, to hear one of the methodift teach. 
The houfe was licenced to a congregation of Bapiijli; be. 
it feems the proprietor, (the widow of an apothecary in that 
town) admitted the methodifts occafionally : there they were 
rudely interrupted by fome people, particularly one ‘/ohn 
Shepherd, and one Richard ‘fenkins : among other indecencies, 
they were infulted with curfing, fwearing, obfcene fongs, 
and abufive expreffions addrefled to the preacher. One of the 
difturbers got into the pulpit, or defk, and there uttered much 
ribaldry, and made a mock-preaching, to the great offence of_ 
his unwilling audience. At length he attempted to pull the 
desk down, by force and violence. This Hannah Halliday, 
with two or three more of her fifteis, as the ftyles them, en- 
deavoured to prevent, and a fort of fcuffle enfued; upon 
which the teacher is faid to have: left the room with great 
coneern : in this confufion “fenkins threw mrs. Halliday down, 
and fhe complains that fhe was much hurt and bruifed. In 
confequence of this uproar, thefe women, we are told, were 
brought -before mr. Maddox, and certain ecclefiaftical gentle- 
men, who were alfo in the commiffion of the peace; there 
‘Jenkins fwore an aflault againft Halliday and ‘Sane Taylor, 
an old woman of about 70; whom he charged with tearin 
his fhirt: thereupon the women were committed to Bridewell, 
and the apothecary’s widow before-mentioned, was fined 20]. 
for fuffering a conventicle to be held ia her houfe, which was 
not licenced, tothe methodifts.—Thefe are the faéts alluded 
to by the word perfecution, in the title of this pamphlet ; 
upon which the authof® who does not appear to us to be a 
woman; expoftulates pretty warmly with mar. Maddox ; urg- 
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ing and infifting, at great length, through above 60 pages, on 
the rights of confcience, and free toleration in religious mat- 


ters, errceable to what the letter writer lays down, as the 
fund nine oles of proteftantifm, the laws of chriftia- 
nity, 3 uus Kingdom: in fupport of which large quo- 


tations are brought from mr. Locke, bifhop Taylor, dr. 
Whichcote, and bilhop Wilkins. ‘The author has alfo a not- 
able argument to prove, in oppofition to the great Bayle, that 
fuperftition is not worfe thin atheifin ; without, however, 
aimitting, that che methodilts are juftly chargeable with fu- 
peritition. 


RELtiGiovws and CONTROVERSIAL. 


IV. A fure guide to heaven; or, the facred grove for pri- 
vate devotion: confifting of fifty-two Scripture-hiftories, ex- 
tracted from the Old Teftament ; with inftructive leffons, 
fuitable inferences, and pious contemplations: intended to 
promote the practice of piety and fcripture-knowledge, both 


Jn fchools and private families. Each hiftory illuftrated with 


a reprefentation curioufly engraved on copper, by Godfrey 
Smith. 8vo. 5s. Corbet. 

‘This volume was printed in numbers, and another volume 
is intended, Works of this kind may afford benefit to young 


people who are not previoufly well acquainted with the 


Scriptures. 

V. Purgatory proved, illuftrated, and fet forth in a clear 
light. By Murtagh O’lavery, prieft of the parifhes of St. 
Fobn’s, Dromore, and Macherlin. Ina funeral fermon upon 
the death of one of his parifhioners. 12mo. 1d. Dublin 
printed, Loxdon reprinted, by 7. Lewis. 

A piece of humour intended to burlefque the /ri/) roman 
catholic pric{ts, inthe character of father O’lavery; who is 
made to talk in a droll, blundering, and impudent, but very 
crafty ftrain, in order to cheat and fright his people out of 
theif underftanding and money; and this in that barbarous 


fort of Lrifh-Englifb, called the brogue; for inftance, **‘ — I 
have fhewn you fat terrible tings, your friends are fhuffer- 
Ing dere, (in purgatory) and dat I myfhelf, ath priefht of 


difh parifh, have a power of releafhing any one from defe 


_ torments, if I am paid for it.--- Vho den among you, will give 


a groat to have difh man out of purgatory ?” 

VI. Withsut human art, honeft divinity, honeftly printed. 
Written by Timothy Egligton, {chool-fellow to St. Peter, and 
fome 
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fome of the other apoftles. 8vo. 3d. Printed for the aa- 
thor. 

The title of this article may fuffice to inform the reader, 
thafthe author is a lunatic; we may add, that he feems to 
have met with fome printer as mad as himfelf, who has mid- 
wiv’d thefe ravings into the world in a manner equally wild 
and abfurd, with refpeét both to the orthography and type- 
graphy. | 
VIE. Annals of the rife, progrefs, and perfecution of the re- 


formed churches in France, which are at this day Fomne 


under the crel bondage of popifh tyranny. Sold by Waug 
in Lombard-ftreet, at 7s. 6d. per 100, to thofe who give 
them away: to the poor gratis. 

VIII. 4 letter to the archbifbop of Sens, in anfwer to his 
Jordfhip’s letter to monfieur ******, See our laft, p. 3¥9. 
8vo. 1s. “Feffery. piv.§ 
P This is tranflated from the French original, fupprefied at 

aris. 

IX. Sermons on various fubjects and occafions. By the late 
reverend mr. Samuel Wilfon. Two of which were publifhed 
in his life-time, and the reft taken from his own manufcripts. 
Svo. 5s. Keith. | ) 

Such readers as are fond of rational and animated difcourfes 
upon religious fubjeéts, without any tin@ture of enthufiafm, 
will find little, very little, to pleafe them in thefe fermons. R- 

X. An effectual and eafy deminftration, from principles pure- 
ly philofophical, of the truth of the facred, eternal, co-equal 
Trinity of the Godhead; and of the perfe& ineéxtenfion of 
matter in {fpace. To which is prefixed, as much extracted 
from a prefumed improvement in logic, preparing for the 
prefs, as is neceflary to render the whole of what is here deli- 
vered, evident to the apprehenfion of the loweft intelligent 
reader. By Sohn Kirkby, retor of Blackmanflone, in Kent, 
Svo. 1s. Cooper. M 

The title of this performance renders it unneceflary for us 
to give any charaéter of it. RR. 

XI. An effay, fetting forth the divine original, fufficiency, 
and perfection of the fcriptures. By Henry Crownfield, B.D. 
formerly vice-prefident of Queen’s-college, Cambridge; and 
now rector of South-Walfham, St. Lawrence; and Rockland, 
St. Mary’s and St. Margaret’s, in the county of Norfolk. 8vo. 
us. Cooper. 

This performance, as far as we are able to judge, is very 
well adapted to anfwer the end for which it is intended, wiz- 
of 
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of being a prefervative againft the pious frands and artful delu- 
fions of enthufiafts and impoftors. It breathes a fpirit of ra- 
tional piety, and is written in a clear, natural, and eafy man- 
ner, fuited to the capacities of ordinarv readers. R. 

XII. The Spirit of Love, being an appendix to the Spirit of 
Prayer. In a ets to afriend. By William Law, A.M. 
Svo. 6d. ILnnys. 

There is fo much my/fiici/m in this {mall performance, that 
we really do not underftand it, and therefore fhall not take 
upon us to give any character of it. See more of this author, 


in our Review for July, p. 49. R. 
PoETRY. 


X'Il. The Plagues of the Spleen: an heroic poem; with an 
Appendix, adel. The Humourif?, or the abfent man. By 
the inimitable author of Telemachus. 4to. 6d. Corbet. 

We do not remember to have feen this piece, in the works 
of the archbifhop of Cambray ; and therefore muft depend on 
the teftimony of this title-page for the truth of its coming 
from that great man. What is here ftiled an heroic poem, is 
chiefly a defcription of the hypochondriac difeafe, in its va- 
rious forms, comprehended in about nine pages. The thoughts 
indeed feem to come from a genius much fuperior to thofe of 
the verfifier, whofe abilities will in fome meafure appear from 
this fhort fpecimen. 


66 me Diahetes like the urine flows, 

In ftreams profufe, and a pale afpect fhows ; 
Sometimes, in foul dregs and muddy ftrains, 
Portending fome defeat in th’ inward reins, 

It loads the back and loins with inward pains.” 





’ The Appendix, entitled, The Humouri/?, or the abfent man, 
is a fhort profe defcription of this character, in three pages. 


XIV. The Theatrical Contentio®™ A fable. Folio. 44d. 
Owen. 

We fhall feldom trouble our readers with any thing relating 
to theatrical contentions; efpecially when pantomimes and 
wire-dancers are the fubjeds. 

XV. An ODE on his moft facred majefty’s return. By 
ZT. Brecknock, Efq; Folio. 6d. Purfer. 

The fpirit and poetry of this performance will appear from 
the two following “— Se 
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IT. 
Not more adorn’d, addrefs'd, ador’d, 
Return’d of old the conquer’ing lord 
From Agincourt’s immortal feld. 
A loftier theme, a brighter page, 
Not Greece defcrib’d in warmett rage, 
Nor, Rome, can thy proud annals yield. 


ITT. 
Where fhall we then fuch valour find? 
Such for fuperior force of mind 
Heav’n lends not to the fons of men. 
In archives old ’twere vain to look : 
The prefent time’s a living book, 
There, there read George and Dettingen. 





XVI. Four ethic epifiles, oppofing fome of mr. Pope’s opi- 
nions of Man, as fet forth in his Efflay. By mr. 4yre. 8ve. 
6d. Paterfon. 

This performance, or moft part of it, appeared in the year 
1739, under the title of, 4 Counter-part to Pope. 


MEDICAL. 


XVII. 4 Treatife on the TEETH ; their diforders and cure. 
In which the feveral operations on the teeth, and fuch things 
as are foundy deftructive to them, are particularly confidered. 
Tranflated from the original Latin of Frederick Hoffman, 
M. D. phyfician to his prefent majefty the King of Prujfia. 
8vo. ts, L. Davis. 

Thofe who are acquainted with the works of this great 
man, (and what medical reader is not acquainted with them?) 
already know what he has faid upon this fubje&t; fo that we 
think it unneceflary for us to add any thing. 

XVIII. The Modern Quacks detected, &e. Bvo. 18. 
Cooper. 

Reprinted frem an old pamphlet, publifhed above thirty 
years fince. 

XIX. Tabes Dorfalis. The caufe of confumption in young 
men: with an explication of its fymptoms, precautions, and 
the method of cure. By a phyfician of Briffol. 8vo. 1s: 
Cooper. 

This was publifhed about two or three years ago, under the 
title of, 4 praétical Effay on the Tabes Dorfalis. 

XX. A letter from a phyfician in the Highlands, to his 


friend in London, on the fubject of a confumptive habit, &c. 
8vo. 6d. Corbet. + 


bn itten by QR. Capphell. This 
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This does not appear to have been wrote by a phyfician 3 
the ftyle and expreffion being too mean and inaccurate to ren- 
der it digeftible by readers who have any tolerable acquaint- 
ance with medicine; fo that it feems principally calculated to 
co-operate with the vulgar prejudices of fuch as indifcrimi- 
nately decry the ufe ef it in all cafes. “The great /uccedaneum 
this author recommends inftead of it is, temperance, or a pro- 
per regimen of diet: a very material circumftance undoubted- 
ly; but which, if he had known any thing of the fubjeé&t he 
preterids to write on, he mult have been fenfible, in fome dif- 
eafes, was to be properly regulated by a good phyfician only ; 
the medicina dietetica of Hippocrates comprizing a great part 
of his practice and prefcription, efpecially in acute difeafes. 
If our author had been provoked, like mr. Toland, who wrote 
againft phyfic and phyficians, from his falling into the hands 
of one who either miftook his cafe, or did not fucceed as 
well or as foon as the patient wifh’d, we could have made 
fome allowance for his fituation: but thofe indifcriminate cen- 
fures on any profeffion, which involve all the members of, and 
pretenders to, it, under a general imputation, publifh nothing 
fo effetuallv to readers of difcernment and erudition, ‘as the 
fpleen and crudity of their authors. 


MATHEMATICAL. 


MX. A differtation on the magnitude of the year: Contain- 
in@ an hiftorical account of time, from the earlieft ages down 
to the prefent ; the method practifed by the ancients, for af- 
certaining the true meafure and magnitude of the year, ex- 

lditied ¢ and the refult of their calculations compared, from a 
table Of the magtiitudes of the years, fiderial as well as tropi- 
eal; cileulated by the moft eminent aftronomers, both an- 
cient and modern; the inftruments ufed by the ancients, for 
that purpofe, explained ; and the errors incurred by Fulius 
Cafar and pope Gregory’s method clearly pointed out. Allfo, 
a thiethod laid down, frown the true magnitude of the year, 
given in days, hours, minutes, and feconds, to adapt the calcu- 
lation of time to common ufe, in fuch a manner, that there 
will deither be gained nor loft, on true time, one fecond, 
to the lateft ages; which is clearly demonftrated from the 
fimpleft principles. 8vo. 1s. Paterfon. 

This author fpeaks fo largely for himfelf, in his title-page, 
that he has left us nothing to add, 








